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INTRODUCTION

I became a Seventh-day Adventist Christian when I was a
young man finishing my studies in engineering at Colorado
State University. One cannot become a Seventh-day Adventist
without somewhere along the way hearing about the 1888
message of righteousness by faith.
I don’t remember when I first heard about the wonderful yet
sad time in our denomination’s history when God brought to us
the message of righteousness by faith. God had opened the
understanding of two men, A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner, to
this message. So they shared what they had learned about right‐
eousness by faith at the 1888 General Conference Session in
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
However, their message was not enthusiastically received by
everyone. Many of our denominational leaders at the time were
fearful of the message, feeling it would take us away from
proclaiming the message our denomination was called to give—
the three angels’ messages of Revelation 14. Therefore, the
message did not have the impact on our denomination that God
desired it to have.
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Since becoming an Adventist more than 40 years ago, I
hadn’t given a lot of thought to the history of the 1888 message
or studied deeply into what the message taught. I did come to
realize it was about righteousness by faith and saw it as essen‐
tially teaching the justification aspect of righteousness by faith,
which refers to Christ’s righteousness being imputed to us or
put to our account by our faith in Him. At first, I didn’t see
Jones and Waggoner’s message relating to the subject of sanctifi‐
cation, only justification. With that understanding, I simply
shifted to other studies.
In 1999, the Lord led me to look more closely at the biblical
teaching on the baptism of the Holy Spirit. As a result of my
studies, I specifically prayed to receive the Spirit’s infilling.
Soon thereafter, I began experiencing a revival in my personal
walk with God, and began seeing more power in ministry. Since
that time the Lord has led me to write several books on various
aspects of the Holy Spirit. Each subsequent book expands on
the experience into which the Lord will seek to lead Spirit-filled
Christians, which is necessary for them to be ready for Christ’s
second coming.
THE 1888 MESSAGE BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION

Several years ago while I was in the Philippines giving presenta‐
tions on the Holy Spirit, a tall, blond-haired young man
approached me just after I had preached the Sabbath morning
message at Mountain View College. I had spoken on abiding in
Christ and presented how we let Christ live out His life of
obedience in our lives. Of course, no one knew the subject the
Lord had given me for that morning’s sermon topic. At that
point, I had recently gained a better understanding of that
aspect of righteousness by faith, and I had preached on this
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truth only a couple of times prior to that particular Sabbath
morning.
The young man gave me a folder and said, “I think you will
find this interesting.” I looked at him, opened the folder, and
read the title, “Easy,” on what appeared to be an article. I
repeated the title of the article “Easy” as I looked at the young
man. He once again said, “I think you will find this interesting.”
Then he turned and walked away.
I didn’t give much more thought to it until I was sitting in
the airport waiting to fly back to Manila. I pulled out the folder
and began reading the documents that it contained. Immedi‐
ately, I saw that everything in it was about the1888 message.
The article titled “Easy” was by A. T. Jones on righteousness by
faith. As I read I realized that what he was saying was in essence
what I had preached that previous Sabbath morning.
After I returned home from the Philippines, I received an email and later a phone call from a retired pastor with whom I
had worked many years before. He had read my books and
commented that what I had written was quite similar to the
1888 message. Of all the men I know, he has done the most
study into the messages Jones and Waggoner had given. So his
comment caught my attention.
During this same time period, I also received a couple letters
from individuals who had read my books, and they had
commented that what I was presenting was the same as the 1888
message. I thought I knew in essence what the 1888 message was
—justification by faith. So I didn’t understand how what I had
written about was similar to what Jones and Waggoner had taught
since my focus was not especially on the justification aspect of
righteousness by faith. The problem was, of course, my ignorance
on Jones and Waggoner’s teachings, which I now know included
much on the sanctification aspect of Christ’s righteousness.
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WHY I WROTE THIS BOOK

After these three experiences—the Mountain View College
encounter, my retired pastor friend’s comments, and the letters
associating what I had written in my books with the 1888
message—I studied more closely into what Jones and Waggoner
had taught. This devotional book presents some of the things I
discovered.
What happened in 1888, and the years that followed has
been discussed, put in writing, studied in committees, and some‐
times even created controversy. My goal in this book is not to
give a detailed history of what happened or present everything
Jones and Waggoner taught. The purpose of this book is to
study what I consider the “core message” of their teaching—
righteousness by faith. I will focus especially on the “sanctifica‐
tion” aspect of righteousness by faith, which I have discovered is
often included in the term “justification” in Jones and
Waggoner’s writings as well at times when Ellen White refers to
“justification.”
As I have reflected on the significance Ellen White placed
on Jones and Waggoner’s message of righteous by faith, and how
it related to the finishing of God’s work in this earth and
preparing His people for Christ’s return, I am compelled to
write this book. The message of righteousness by faith taught by
Jones and Waggoner is essential for God’s people to understand
and experience in order for the latter rain of the Holy Spirit to
be poured out, for the last great message of warning to be given
to the world in power (the loud cry), and for God’s people to
become just like Jesus in preparation for His coming (1 John
3:2).
God has His children in all the churches. Therefore, the
biblical teaching on righteousness by faith is not just for
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Seventh-day Adventists. If you, the reader, are a member of
another denomination I think you also will find the teachings in
this devotional to be a blessing in your life.

HOW TO USE THIS 10 DAY
DEVOTIONAL STUDY

The disciples had spent day after day with Christ for three and
a half years. They sat at His feet and listened to His instruction.
They saw Him heal the sick, cast out devils, feed thousands
with a young boy’s lunch and even raise the dead to life. They
themselves had been sent out by Jesus to preach the gospel, heal
the sick and cast out devils in His name. When the seventy
returned they were amazed at what they had just experienced
and exclaimed: “…Lord, even the devils are subject unto us
through thy name.” Luke 10:17.
Christ’s disciples had also experienced the devastating
disappointment when the mob took Jesus that Thursday night
in the garden. They witnessed the mock trial and terrible cruci‐
fixion. They had also seen Jesus after He was resurrected, and
spent 40 days with Him before He ascended to heaven.
Even though the disciples had experienced all these things
and understood what the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
was about in the plan of salvation they were not ready to take
the gospel to the world as Jesus had commissioned them in
Matthew 28:18-20
No, they were lacking something very important in order to
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truly represent Jesus to the world, and preach the gospel with
power. Therefore, Jesus commanded them; “For John truly
baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence… But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 1:5, 8
Jesus told them to wait to receive the baptism of the Holy
Spirit before they went forth to preach the gospel and do the
ministry of Jesus. So they did what Jesus said; they waited.
“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplica‐
tion, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
his brethren.” Acts 1:14. They waited in fasting and prayer for
ten days. Every day they met in the upper room to study, fast,
pray and make all things right between one another. Ellen
White described their fellowship with the following words:

“These days of preparation were days of deep
heart searching. The disciples felt their spiritual
need and cried to the Lord for the holy unction
that was to fit them for the work of soul saving.
They did not ask for a blessing for themselves
merely. They were weighted with the burden of
the salvation of souls. They realized that the
gospel was to be carried to the world, and they
claimed the power that Christ had promised.”
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, P.37

At the end of the ten days an amazing event happened.

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place. And
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suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And
there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout
men, out of every nation under heaven. Now
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded, because that
every man heard them speak in his own language.
And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying
one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in
our own tongue, wherein we were born?”
ACTS 2:1-8

From the Day of Pentecost onward under the power of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit the gospel went to the then known
world. The church was born at the end of a 10 day prayer meet‐
ing. On the 10th day thousands accepted Jesus Christ (Acts
2:41, 4:4), and the baptism of the Holy Spirit became available
to all believers in Jesus Christ. This same Holy Spirit infilling is
available to every Christian today. It is just as important today as
it was 2000 years ago for the Christian to daily experience the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The 10 day devotional book, 10
Days – Prayers & Devotions to Experience the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit, is recommended to be studied in order to better
understand and most fully experience the Spirit’s baptism.
The following paragraphs are adapted from the book 40
Days – Prayers & Devotions to Prepare for Christ’s Second

xiv

HOW TO USE THIS 10 DAY DEVOTIONAL STUDY

Coming, Review & Herald Publishing Association, Dennis
Smith.
Jesus said, “…if two of you shall agree on earth as touching
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 18:19). There is great
power in united prayer. There is also encouragement and spiri‐
tual strength found in Christian fellowship. Because of these
truths it is suggested that you find a prayer partner to fellowship
with, and pray together with either on the phone or in person
every day during the 10 days of prayer and study.
This devotional has 10 daily devotionals followed by
personal reflection and discussion questions, and a prayer focus
for that day. In order to get the greatest benefit from this devo‐
tional as a church I recommend that your church come together
every night for 10 nights to sing, study, pray and share together
using this devotional book. As mentioned above, you also need
to choose one in the group to become your daily fellowship
prayer partner. Each participant in the group needs to do the
same in order to receive the greatest blessings during the
10 days.
Each day’s prayer focus will include prayer for the baptism
of the Holy Spirit and revival. Both of these spiritual experi‐
ences are greatly needed in the church today, and are necessary
to be ready for Christ’s soon return. Concerning this Ellen
White wrote:

“A revival of true godliness among us is our
greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To seek
this should be our first work.”
SELECTED MESSAGES, VOL. 1, P.121
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She also understood the relationship between receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit and revival.

“The baptism of the Holy Ghost as on the day of
Pentecost will lead to a revival of true religion and
the performance of many wonderful works.”
SELECTED MESSAGES, VOL. 2, P.57

The baptism of the Holy Spirit gives the Christian the
power needed to be revived spiritually, and also power for
witnessing. Jesus certainly knew the importance of what would
happen when the Holy Spirit would be poured out in “early
rain” power on the day of Pentecost. Speaking of this He said:

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I
wish it were already kindled.”
NIV LUKE 12:49

What fire was Jesus speaking of? He was speaking of the fire
of the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16).
How does the Christian receive the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and experience revival? The same way believers always
have – by prayerfully claiming God’s promise. The baptism of
the Holy Spirit was received by the early church on the day of
Pentecost as a result of them unitedly praying for ten days
claiming Christ’s promise (Acts 1:4-5, 8, 14). Ellen White
confirmed this when she wrote: “A revival need be expected only
in answer to prayer.” (1Selected Messages, p.121) Every Chris‐
tian today needs to pray the prayer of David: “Wilt thou not
revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” (Ps 85:6)
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In the book of second Chronicles, chapter seven, verse four‐
teen, we read a very clear description of how revival takes place
among God’s people.

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land.”
2 CHRONICLES 7:14

THE 10 WEEK OPTION

Some churches have chosen to use this devotional during a 10
week period of time using a week to study one day’s devotional,
and then come together once a week (perhaps during mid-week
Prayer Meeting) to discuss the devotional study and pray
together.
It is also recommended that you choose 5 individuals to
pray for who are either former church members or nonmembers in your area. Call these individuals informing them
that your church is going to conduct a 10 day prayer focus, and
that you would like to pray for them for these 10 days, or 10
weeks if you and your church is using this devotional as a 10
week prayer and devotion time. Then ask them what they
would like for you to include in your prayer for them.
THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER

Prayer is the most powerful force on earth. Prayer is essential for
one’s own personal spiritual growth, and is the most effective
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means of reaching others for Christ. Concerning prayer and the
Christian’s spiritual growth Ellen White wrote:

“Prayer is the breath of the soul. It is the secret of
spiritual power. No other means of grace can be
substituted, and the health of the soul be
preserved. Prayer brings the heart into immediate
contact with the Well-spring of life, and
strengthens the sinew and muscle of the religious
experience. Neglect the exercise of prayer, or
engage in prayer spasmodically, now and then, as
seems convenient, and you lose your hold on God.
The spiritual faculties lose their vitality, the
religious experience lacks health and vigor.”
GOSPEL WORKERS, P. 254

She also recognized the necessity of prayer in leading others
to Christ.

“Through much prayer you must labor for souls,
for this is the only method by which you can reach
hearts. It is not your work, but the work of Christ
who is by your side, that impresses hearts.”
EVANGELISM P.525

“The Lord will hear our prayers for the conversion
of souls.”
MESSAGES TO YOUNG PEOPLE, P.315
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As you prayerfully consider the suggested ways to reach out
to those you are praying for you will not only be praying for
them; you will also be working to bring them closer to Christ
and His church. God will bless your efforts when you pray for
and work for those on your prayer list. He will not only use you
to win others to Christ; He will also draw you closer to Himself.
Ellen White understood this double blessing when she wrote:

“As you work to answer your own prayers, you
will find that God will reveal Himself unto you…
Begin now to reach higher and still higher. Prize
the things of heaven above earthly attractions and
inducements. … Learn how to pray; learn how to
bear a clear and intelligent testimony, and God
will be glorified in you.”
THE UPWARD LOOK, P.256

“Their persevering prayers will bring souls to the
cross. In cooperation with their self-sacrificing
efforts Jesus will move upon hearts, working
miracles in the conversion of souls.”
TESTIMONIES, VOL. 7, P.27

In order to facilitate the prayer emphasis in this devotional
there is a prayer focus section at the end of each day’s devo‐
tional. This section gives a suggested prayer focus for the day.
By choosing to participate in the 10 days or 10 weeks of
study and prayer you are entering into an amazing and blessed
adventure with the Lord. You will experience a deeper relation‐
ship with Christ, and you will see the Lord use you to draw
others closer to Himself in preparation for His soon return. As
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you fellowship with your prayer partner and the others partici‐
pating you will experience a deeper Christian love and unity
with your fellow believers, which will also play an important
role in your personal spiritual growth.
In order to get the most from this devotional study it is
recommended that this be the first thing you do in the morning.
It may require rising a little earlier, but the effort will be well
rewarded. If you ask the Lord to wake you so you can have some
quality time with Him, He will hear and answer your prayer.
Concerning Christ’s devotional life Ellen White wrote:

“Daily He received a fresh baptism of the Holy
Spirit. In the early hours of the new day the Lord
awakened Him from His slumbers, and His soul
and His lips were anointed with grace, that He
might impart to others. His words were given Him
fresh from the heavenly courts, words that He
might speak in season to the weary and
oppressed.”
CHRIST’S OBJECT LESSONS, P.140

Christ will do the same for you if you ask Him. He very
much desires to anoint you with His Spirit in preparation for
each new day. This devotional study is designed to facilitate just
that; a daily anointing of God’s Spirit for personal spiritual
growth, and witnessing for Christ.
If you or your church uses this devotional as a 10 days devo‐
tionals study I also recommend one other important activity,
which I call a Prayer Fast. In order to get the most out of the 10
days I recommend that each participant limit all secular activity
as much as possible during those 10 days. For example; do not
watch secular television programs, listen to secular music, play
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secular games, surf the internet, discuss secular subjects with
friends, etc. Try to keep your focus on as many spiritual subjects
and activities as possible such as spiritual music, spiritual televi‐
sion programs, Bible study, etc. What this does is clear one’s
mind so God can better communicate with us. This kind of
Prayer Fast will go a long way in greatly enhancing the 10 day
spiritual experience and impact on your life.
You may also want to fast from some physical food. Some
individuals choose to omit one meal, omit sweets, or eat less
food at each meal during the 10 days. These kinds of limitations
will also enhance the spiritual impact of the 10 days.

DAY ONE
ELLEN WHITE AND THE 1888
MESSAGE

T

he Bible is clear and Ellen White understood that
Christ’s imputed righteousness (justification) and His
imparted righteousness (sanctification) was absolutely
essential for the believer to understand and experience.

“Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, the
church is to enter upon her final conflict. ‘Fair as
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners,’ she is to go forth into all the world,
conquering and to conquer.”
MY LIFE TODAY, P.311

“On Christ's coronation day He will not
acknowledge as His any who bear spot or wrinkle
or any such thing. But to His faithful ones He will
give crowns of immortal glory. Those who would
not that He should reign over them will see Him
surrounded by the army of the redeemed, each of
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whom bears the
Righteousness.”

sign,

The

Lord

Our

MARANATHA: THE LORD IS COMING, P.
39

It is only as God’s people are “clad in Christ’s right‐
eousness” that they will be empowered to be victorious against
Satan and his host. Only those people who are without “spot or
wrinkle,” without known sin in the life, will receive “crowns of
immortal glory.” How do they become without “spot or wrin‐
kle?” The righteousness of Christ shines forth in and through
them. They know by experience what it means to declare, “The
Lord Our Righteousness.”
CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS

“The Lord Our Righteousness” is the very message God gave to
our denomination through Jones and Waggoner in 1888, and
the years that followed. Following 1888, Ellen White herself
wrote much about the importance of Christ’s righteousness.
Christ’s righteousness encompasses two important experi‐
ences in the believer’s life. The first is called justification right‐
eousness, which is imputed to the repentant sinner’s life. Ellen
White wrote:

“By faith he [the repentant sinner] can bring to
God the merits of Christ, and the Lord places the
obedience of his Son to the sinner's account.
Christ's righteousness is accepted in place of man's
failure, and God receives, pardons, justifies, the
repentant, believing soul, treats him as though he
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were righteous, and loves him as he loves his Son.
This is how faith is accounted righteousness.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, NOVEMBER 4,
1890

In writing about Christ’s righteousness becoming mani‐
fested in the believer’s life, which is the sanctification aspect of
righteousness by faith, Ellen White stated:

“The sanctification of the soul by the operation of
the Holy Spirit is the implanting of Christ's nature
in humanity. It is the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ revealed in character, and the grace of
Christ brought into active exercise in good works.
Thus the character is transformed more and more
perfectly after the image of Christ in
righteousness and true holiness.”
SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 3 [1894],
P. 198

Peter declared that Christ’s very nature is implanted in the
believer by the Holy Spirit via God’s promises (2Peter 1:4).
Every Spirit baptized believer has Christ living in him. If the
believer asks and has faith in God’s promise, Christ will live out
His righteous life in the believer. The believer will then experi‐
ence Christ’s victory over temptation and sin because it is
Christ living out His victory in his life. This is sanctification
righteousness, which is imparted to the believer as he places his
faith in Christ to “will and to do of his good pleasure” (Philip‐
pians 2:13).
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“He who is trying to reach heaven by his own
works in keeping the law is attempting an
impossibility. Man cannot be saved without
obedience, but his works should not be of himself;
Christ should work in him to will and to do of His
good pleasure.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, JULY 1, 1890

Ellen White summarized justification and sanctification
when she wrote:

“The righteousness by which we are justified is
imputed; the righteousness by which we are
sanctified is imparted. The first is our title to
heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, JUNE 4, 1895

THE HEART OF JONES AND WAGGONER’S MESSAGE

These teachings on the justifying and sanctifying righteousness
of Christ were at the very heart of Jones and Waggoner’s
messages of righteousness by faith. Ellen White emphatically
supported their teaching on this subject.

“The Lord in His great mercy sent a most
precious message to His people through Elders [E.
J.] Waggoner and [A. T.] Jones. This message was
to bring more prominently before the world the
uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. It presented justification through
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faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive
the righteousness of Christ, which is made
manifest in obedience to all the commandments
of God.”
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, [1895], P. 91-92

WHY WAS THE 1888 MESSAGE NEEDED?

Why was this message needed in 1888? Ellen White wrote:

“Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to
have their eyes directed to His divine person, His
merits, and His changeless love for the human
family. All power is given into His hands, that He
may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the
priceless gift of His own righteousness to the
helpless human agent.”
IBID.

Our denomination had become so doctrinally focused that
Jesus had been lost in our experience and teaching. Our religion
had become legalistic, which is the sure result of loosing sight of
Jesus in one’s life.
LEADERSHIP’S CONCERN

Many of the leaders at the General Conference Session in
Minneapolis reacted negatively to Jones and Waggoner’s
message believing that receiving it would cause our denomina‐
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tion to move away from giving the third angel’s message, which
God had called us to give to the world.
Ellen White addressed this concern when she wrote:

“This is the message that God commanded to be
given to the world. It is the third angel's message,
which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a
large measure.”
IBID.

In another place she wrote:

“God gave to His servants, [Jones and Waggoner],
a testimony that presented the truth as it is in
Jesus, which is the third angel’s message in clear,
district lines.”
LETTER 57, 1895

In these statements she clearly associates the message of
righteousness by faith with the third angel’s message. She also
states here that this is the message that is to be “attended with
the outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure,” which refers to
the Holy Spirit’s outpouring of the latter rain.
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 1888 MESSAGE

She also declared that the message of righteousness by faith is
the message to be proclaimed with a “loud voice” (loud cry) as
the latter rain of the Holy Spirit is poured out. As this amazing
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message of Christ and His righteousness began to be
proclaimed, Ellen White believed the loud cry of the third angel
had begun. Of this she wrote:

“The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry
of the third angel has already begun in the
revelation of the righteousness of Christ, the sinpardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the
light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole
earth.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, NOVEMBER 22,
1892

Ellen White clearly associated the Holy Spirit with the
message of righteousness by faith that Jones and Waggoner
taught:

“The work of the Holy Spirit is immeasurably
great. It is from this source that power and
efficiency come to the worker for God; and the
Holy Spirit is the comforter, as the personal
presence of Christ to the soul.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, NOVEMBER 29,
1892

Here she equated receiving the Holy Spirit with receiving
the “personal presence of Christ into the soul.” This happens
through experiencing the daily baptism of the Holy Spirit, and
it is only as Christ lives in the soul that His righteousness can be
manifested in the life. Hence, the baptism of the Holy Spirit

8

DENNIS SMITH

and the message of righteousness by faith are inseparably linked
together.
Ellen White also linked receiving the baptism or infilling of
the Holy Spirit with the earth being “lightened with the glory of
God” (Revelation 18:1).

“When the earth is lightened with the glory of
God, we shall see a work similar to that which was
wrought when the disciples, filled with the Holy
Spirit, proclaimed the power of a risen Saviour.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, NOVEMBER 29,
1892

Just as the disciples were empowered to do Christ’s work by
receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost,
so also God’s last remnant people will need to be Spirit-filled in
order to proclaim the third angel’s message in power. The early
rain, baptism of the Holy Spirit, must be received in order to
benefit from the latter rain.
By bringing the message of righteousness by faith to His
people, God was offering to them the Holy Spirit in fullness.

The grace of the Holy Spirit has been offered you
again and again. Light and power from on high
have been shed abundantly in the midst of you.
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, 97

Glorious would have been the result if the Spirit had been
received in fullness, and the message of righteousness by faith
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had been accepted by God’s people following the 1888
message. The third angel’s message would have been given in
the power of the Spirit, Christ would have been perfectly
reflected in the lives of His people, the loud cry would have
gone forth, the latter rain of the Spirit would have fallen, and
Christ would have come.
Christ is to be presented to the world as both a sinpardoning Savior and sin-delivering Savior. This is the full
gospel message. It is when this full gospel of righteousness by
faith is preached in all the world as a witness that Jesus will
return. Preaching a gospel that presents only a sin-pardoning
Savior is a partial gospel and will not fulfill Christ’s promise and
prophecy.

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come.”
MATTHEW 24:14

This is why Ellen White wrote so emphatically about the
necessity of the 1888 message of righteousness by faith being
preached before Christ returns. It is the only message that will
prepare God's people for that glorious event.
A GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT

That is how it would have been. However, sad to say, that is not
what happened. Ellen White began realizing that the message
was not being received as God intended. Expressing her great
concern she wrote:
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“Neglect this great salvation, kept before you for
years, despise this glorious offer of justification
through the blood of Christ and sanctification
through the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit,
and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but
a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation.”
IBID.

It was a serious mistake for the denominational leadership
to resist and even reject this God-sent message. Concerning this
Ellen White wrote in 1896; eight years after the message
was given:

“An unwillingness to yield up preconceived
opinions, and to accept this truth, lay at the
foundation of a large share of the opposition
manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s
message given through Brethren Waggoner and
Jones. By exciting that opposition Satan
succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a
great measure, the special power of the Holy
Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The
enemy prevented them from obtaining the
efficiency which might have been theirs in
carrying the truth to the world, as the apostles
proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light
that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was
resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has
been in a great degree kept away from the world.”
LETTER 96, 1896
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Here again she connected the Holy Spirit being imparted to
God’s people with the message of righteousness by faith. Both
were rejected. Because of this, Ellen White wrote in 1901:

“We may have to remain in this world because of
insubordination many more years, as did the
children of Israel.”
LETTER 184, 1901

This prediction has certainly proved to be true. We have
remained in this world more than 100 years since that statement
was made.
God is calling His last generation into existence today. In
order to be part of that generation who are ready to meet Jesus,
we must understand and experience the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and righteousness by faith.

“Only those who are clothed in the garments of
his righteousness will be able to endure the glory
of his presence when he shall appear with “power
and great glory.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, JULY 9, 1908

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What two experiences of the believer does the
righteousness of Christ encompass?
2. Justifying righteousness is also called ________
righteousness.

12

DENNIS SMITH

3. Sanctifying righteousness is also called _______
righteousness.
4. Why did God bring the message of righteousness by
faith to the Seventh-day Adventist denomination
in 1888?
5. Why were many leaders of the denomination
fearful of the message of righteousness by faith
presented at the 1888 General Conference session?
6. What did Ellen White write about the relationship
between the message of righteousness by faith and
the third angel’s message?
7. If the message of righteousness by faith had been
accepted in 1888 and the years immediately
following, what significant event would have taken
place?
8. When Ellen White realized the message of
righteousness by faith was not being accepted, what
warning did she give?
9. Fill in the blanks in the following Ellen White
quote: “Only those who are clothed in the garments
of his _____ will be able to ______ the glory of his
presence when he shall appear with ‘power and
great glory.’” (Review and Herald, July 9, 1908)
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray for:
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival for yourself and the church
God to lead you to understand and experience
righteousness by faith
Those on your prayer list

DAY TWO
JONES AND WAGGONER’S
1888 MESSAGE

J

ones and Waggoner taught a number of biblical truths
in 1888, and the years that followed. In this devotional
book I am focusing on what I consider to be the heart of
their message—righteousness by faith in Christ. Right‐
eousness by faith encompasses both Christ’s justifying and sanc‐
tifying righteousness. I will focus primarily on the sanctification
aspect of righteousness by faith that they taught.
The message of righteousness by faith comes through loud
and clear in their writings. Following 1888, Ellen White also
often wrote on the subject. God used the 1888 message to uplift
Christ as never before to our denomination.
The core of their message contained several essential teach‐
ings. These teachings are listed below followed by quotes from
Jones and Waggoner.
In the flesh, Christ gained complete victory over
temptation and sin. He lived a perfectly righteous
life.

“In Christ the battle has been fought, on every
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point, and the victory has been made complete.
He was made flesh itself—the same flesh and
blood as those whom he came to redeem.”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 129

When Jesus died on the cross, He died for our sins
and broke the power of sin in the lives of all who
believe in Him.

“Thus every soul in this world can truly say, in
perfect triumph of Christian faith, “I am crucified
with Christ;” my old sinful human nature is
crucified with him, that this body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth I should not serve sin.
Romans 6:6.”
IBID., 114

God calls every Christian to live a life of perfect
obedience to His commandments.

“Then it is plain that the first, the second, the
sixth, the seventh, and the eighth verses of the
sixth chapter of Romans all intend that we shall be
kept from sinning.”
IBID., 144

It is absolutely impossible for any man, even the
most committed Christian, to live an obedient,
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righteous life in his own strength by trying hard to
obey God’s commandments.

“Everybody has experienced it,—longing to do the
good that he would, yet doing only the evil that he
hated; having ever a will to do better, but how to
perform it, finding not; delighting in the law of
God after the inward man, yet finding in his
members another law, warring against the law of
his mind, and bringing him into captivity to the law
of sin which is in his members; and at last, crying
out, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death?” Romans 7:14-24.”
IBID., 36-37

Through the Holy Spirit, Christ lives in the
believer. Because of this amazing union of Christ
with the believer, Christ is present to manifest His
victory in the life.

“Christ dwells in the hearts of all those who
believe. … Their lives are not from themselves, but
it is the life of Christ manifest in their mortal flesh.
See 2 Corinthians 4:11. This is what it is to live ‘a
Christian life.’”
IBID., 66

The only way for the Christian to live a victorious
life over sin is to understand and experience
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righteousness by faith. As the believer places his
faith in the Christ who abides in him to live out His
righteous life in and through him, he will have the
victory.

“And there is the way to Christian perfection. It is
the way of crucifixion, unto destruction of the
body of sin, unto freedom from sinning, unto the
service of righteousness, unto holiness, unto
perfection in Jesus Christ by the Holy Ghost, unto
everlasting life.”
IBID., 146

Absolute victory over all temptation and sin in the
life is essential for all who want to be ready to meet
Jesus when He returns.
A. T. Jones quoted Revelation 10:7, which states that when
the seventh angel begins to sound, the “mystery of God” will be
finished. Then he wrote:

“But what is the mystery of God? ‘Christ in you,
the hope of glory. God… manifest in the flesh.’
Then in these days that mystery is to be finished
in one hundred and forth-four thousand people.
God’s work in human flesh. God being manifested
in human flesh, in you and me, is to be finished.
His work upon you and me is to be finished. We
are to be perfected in Jesus Christ. By the Spirit
we are to come unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
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IBID., 150

This is a brief summary of Jones and Waggoner’s core teach‐
ings as I see them, on the sanctification aspect of righteousness
by faith.
Ellen White clearly articulated that reception of this
message of righteousness by faith presented in 1888 would
usher in the loud cry, the latter rain of the Holy Spirit, and
hasten Christ’s glorious return.

“This is the message that God commanded to be
given to the world. It is the third angel's message,
which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a
large measure.”
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, [1895], P. 91-92

With this exciting reality in mind, I pray that all who read
this book will earnestly seek God for a clear understanding of
righteousness by faith in Christ alone.
I personally believe Christ’s second coming is imminent.
Many things both natural and man-caused taking place in this
world warn us of this fast-approaching event. Therefore, I also
believe that God is rising up the last generation of Christians
who He will use to lighten the earth with His glorious, righteous
character (Revelation 18:1). All who participate in this last work
of God must understand and experience righteousness by faith.
That is why God is once again bringing this wonderful, hopeful,
Christ-centered message to His people.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Summarize in your own words the seven truths of
righteousness by faith that Jones and Waggoner
taught which are presented in today’s devotional.
2. What is Ellen White stating about the 1888
message of righteousness by faith in the following
quotation?

“This is the message that God commanded to be
given to the world. It is the third angel's message,
which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a
large measure.” Prayer Focus
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS [1895], P. 91-92

Pray for:
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival for yourself and the church
God to lead the church to understand and
experience righteousness by faith so the third
angel’s message will be proclaimed with a “loud
cry,” under the power of the latter rain of the Spirit.
Those on your prayer list

DAY THREE
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT

I direct the reader to my book, The Baptism of
the Holy Spirit, for a more in-depth study on
the subject of Spirit Baptism. If you have
read that book this chapter will be a review
for you. However, for the benefit of those who
have not read that book I felt it necessary to
include this chapter.

U

nderstanding and experiencing the baptism of the
Holy Spirit is essential for the Christian to experi‐
ence Christ’s continual presence in our lives. It is
only as Christ lives in us that His righteousness will be mani‐
fested. If we do not understand and experience the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, we will not enjoy the fullness of Christ living in
us, we will not have His righteousness manifested in us, or have
the victories necessary to become just like Jesus and be ready for
His second coming (1 John 3:2). Also, our service for Him will
be less fruitful.
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SATAN’S PLAN

Satan does not want us to understand or experience the baptism
of the Holy Spirit. Ellen White was aware of Satan's devices to
hinder the reception of this gift by God's people.

“Since the ministry of the Holy Spirit is of vital
importance to the church of Christ, it is one of the
devices of Satan, through the errors of extremists
and fanatics, to cast contempt upon the work of
the Spirit, and cause the people of God to neglect
this source of strength which our Lord Himself
has provided.”
THE GREAT CONTROVERSY, VIII

The baptism of the Holy Spirit simply describes a special
infilling of the Holy Spirit into the life of the believer. This
baptism is also called infilling and anointing, and has been avail‐
able to Christians since the day of Pentecost 2,000 years ago.
Peter associated the Pentecost outpouring of the Spirit with the
“early rain” prophecy of Joel (Acts 2:16-21).
JESUS’S PROMISE AND EXAMPLE

Jesus promised that the Father would give the Spirit to all who
asked (Luke 11:13). Paul tells us that we receive this gift by faith
(Galatians 3:14). The reception of this gift is so important that
Paul commands us to “be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians
5:18). This simply is not an option; it is a necessity if the
believer is earnest about experiencing the full deliverance the
gospel of Jesus Christ offers.
Jesus is our example in all things. In His life we see the
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baptism of the Holy Spirit as a special, separate event following
His baptism. This event equipped Him for victory over Satan. It
was also a special anointing for ministry (Luke 4:18-19).
Christ’s experience is a divine model for every Christian.
Christ was “begotten” of the Spirit (Luke 1:35). He was led by
the Spirit in His childhood and early manhood (Luke 2:52). He
received water baptism, which was followed by baptism in the
Holy Spirit in answer to His prayer (Luke 3:21-22). From that
point forward, He was filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1).
After this experience of Spirit baptism (infilling or anointing),
He was prepared to confront Satan and gain His great victories
over this enemy (Luke 4:2-13). He went forward to minister in
the power of the Spirit from that day onward (Luke 4:14; Acts
10:38).
The experience of every believer is to follow Christ's exam‐
ple. The Christian is first born of the Spirit and then baptized in
water (John 3:5-8). However, water baptism is not enough; it is
only the beginning. The believer must also be baptized or filled
by the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16, Acts 1:4-5). This Spirit baptism
became available from the day of Pentecost onward. The
infilling of the Spirit is necessary for the believer to have the
power to live a victorious life and successfully witness for Christ
(Acts 1:8).
Jesus said the believer would do the “works” He did and
even “greater works” (John 14:12). When Jesus was on earth,
He could only be at one place at one time. However, after He
ascended to His Father, through the Holy Spirit He was able to
be in many places throughout the earth by indwelling His
followers (1 John 3:24; John 14:16-18). Hence, Jesus empowers
the believer to do the same works He did by the Holy Spirit, and
these works will be greater because they are more widespread
and powerful.
The fulfillment of Jesus’s promise was seen on the day of
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Pentecost and following. The gospel was preached, souls were
won, unity and joy were seen in the believers, and the sick were
healed (Acts 2:46-47; 5:15-16). This was the same type of
ministry as Jesus’ ministry.
RECEIVING THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT AFTER PENTECOST

Not every believer was present at Pentecost. A practical ques‐
tion might be, “How did believers receive the baptism of the
Spirit after Pentecost?” The answer is found in the book of Acts.
On a couple occasions the Spirit fell on a group while Peter
spoke to them (Acts 10:44-46; 11:15-17). It also appears that
God led the church to receive the baptism of the Spirit in a
more orderly way by the laying on of hands (Acts 8:12-17;
19:1-6).
Note in Acts 8, the individuals of Samaria were led by the
Spirit to accept Christ and be baptized. Yet, they had not
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Peter and John went to
them from Jerusalem for the specific purpose to lay hands on
them and pray for the baptism of the Spirit to anoint them. This
is a clear indication that water baptism and Spirit baptism are
two separate experiences. The Spirit leads an individual to
accept Christ and be baptized in water. The baptism of the
Holy Spirit is a different work that must be sought separately
when individuals become aware of its necessity. We see in Acts
that Paul also received the baptism of the Spirit by the laying on
of hands and prayer (Acts 9:17). In Paul’s case, he received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit before his water baptism. The one
performing the prayer with laying on of hands should be a
believer who has already received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit.
When a Christian asks for prayer to receive the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, a simple prayer claiming God’s promise
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with the laying on of hands on the requester should be
performed.
A believer desiring the baptism of the Holy Spirit does not
necessarily have to have someone pray for him or her with
laying on of hands. When I first began sharing this teaching
with our church, one of the members decided that very evening
to seek the baptism of the Spirit. She earnestly prayed for God
to fill her with His Spirit. She told me later that she felt the
greatest peace that she ever experienced come over her.
God has not limited Himself to only one method of
receiving the baptism of the Spirit. I do believe that the special
ceremony of praying with laying on of hands is a wonderful way
to seek the infilling of the Spirit. It is always a special blessing to
share in this sacred experience with a fellow believer.
GOD CALLS EVERY CHRISTIAN TO RECEIVE SPIRIT BAPTISM

Ellen White stated many years ago:

“What we need is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Without this, we are no more fitted to go forth to
the world than were the disciples after the
crucifixion of their Lord.”
REVIEW & HERALD, FEBRUARY 18, 1890

“Impress upon all the necessity of the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, the sanctification of the church, so
that they will be living, growing, fruit-bearing
trees of the Lord's planting.”
TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH, VOL.
6, P86
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In reading Ellen White's statements on the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, it is clear that she saw its importance and urged
every believer to seek this indwelling. It was clear to her that the
baptism of the Holy Spirit was essential for God's work to be
finished in the lives of His people and in this earth. These state‐
ments also indicate that the Christian does not automatically
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit at conversion or water
baptism. If that were the case, Ellen White would not tell Chris‐
tians that this is an experience they need.
God sought to again draw our denomination's attention to
this very important experience in the spring of 1928, when
Elder LeRoy Froom was led to present this subject to delegates
and workers at the quadrennial ministerial institutes held in
conjunction with the union conference sessions. The book, The
Coming of the Comforter, resulted from these presentations.
Referring to our neglect of understanding and receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, LeRoy Froom stated:

“I am persuaded that this is our colossal blunder. I
confess it has been mine. We are not to “go” until
we are endued. … All true service begins at our
personal Pentecost.”
THE COMING OF THE COMFORTER, P94

Froom continued:

“For there is an experience beyond and above the
initial step by which the Holy Spirit first reveals
sin, and begets a new life in the soul, and that is to
be filled with the Spirit. For the lack of this, one's
testimony is feeble and the spiritual life but
partial.
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Alas, many today have gone as far as the
baptism of repentance, but no farther.”
IBID. 142-143

Froom’s study led him to believe that the “baptism of repen‐
tance,” which refers to water baptism was not enough. He
concluded that the Holy Spirit's infilling is also necessary in
order for the believer to be victorious through the time of
trouble to Christ's coming.

“It is a relationship into which we may or may not
enter, though we are exhorted, yea divinely
commanded to, in Ephesians 5; and in order to
abide through the time when there will be no high
priestly intercession, when mercy ceases and
forgiveness for transgressions is ended, we
must enter.”
IBID., 170

DON’T LET SATAN MISLEAD

Because Satan fears this experience in the believer more than
any other, he has spread much misinformation and confusion
about what happens when a person receives the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. He knows that the baptism of the Holy Spirit will
break his power in the believer's life, and the resulting powerful
witness for Jesus Christ will bring Satan's work to an end on
planet earth. For this reason he has done everything he can to
confuse this teaching and cause many sincere Christians to
misunderstand it—even be suspicious of it.
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“There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that
the people of God shall clear the way by removing
every hindrance, so that the Lord can pour out His
Spirit upon a languishing church and an
impenitent congregation. When the way is
prepared for the Spirit of God, the blessing
will come.”
REVIEW & HERALD, MARCH 22, 1887

Receiving the baptism of the Spirit does not necessarily
involve a highly emotional experience. One may or may not feel
something at the time of seeking the infilling of the Spirit.
However, the Spirit will make Himself known to the one in
whom He dwells. His presence will begin changing the believ‐
er’s life from within his or her heart. A new power for victory
and service will be manifested.
God desires to give His children this wonderful experience
of Spirit baptism. However, in order to receive, we must ask in
faith believing He will bestow it. Secondly, we must be willing
to give ourselves completely to God.

“The heart must be emptied of every defilement
and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It
was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by
earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to
God, that the early disciples prepared for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost.”
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, P507
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SEEK THE BAPTISM EVERY DAY

Another very important point is that we must renew this
infilling every day. Paul said, “I die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31).
The dying to self and infilling of the Spirit is a daily experience.
It is not a “once and for ever” experience. Paul tells us that the
“inward man is renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). We
need the renewing of the Spirit every day of our lives. Also,
Paul's command to “be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18) is
a continuous action verb in the Greek meaning we are to keep
on being filled with the Spirit daily.
With the infilling of the Spirit the believer is led by the
Spirit. Paul wrote of the importance of this being a daily experi‐
ence when he stated:

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God.”
ROMANS 8:14

In this verse we find again that the verb form in the Greek is
continuous action. Paul is saying, “As many as are continuing to
be led daily by the Spirit of God.” Thus, we must receive the
Spirit everyday to be led by Him everyday.
Christ is our example in all things. Note what Ellen White
wrote about the baptism of the Spirit in Christ's daily life.

“Daily He received a fresh baptism of the Holy
Spirit. In the early hours of the new day the Lord
awakened Him from His slumbers, and His soul
and His lips were anointed with grace, that He
might impart to others.”
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CHRIST OBJECT LESSONS, P139

BENEFITS OF RECEIVING THE BAPTISM

The baptism of the Holy Spirit gives power to our witness and
brings forth the fruit of Christ's character in the life. Paul spoke
of this when he wrote:

“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.”
2 CORINTHIANS 3:18

God's glory is His character (Exodus 33:18-19). Paul stated
that the believer will be growing in Christ's character, “from
glory to glory,” (2 Corinthians 3:18) by the Spirit of the Lord
that dwells in him.
The infilling of the Spirit of God will “make you perfect in
every good work, to do His will, working in you that which is
well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever” (Hebrews 13:21).
Ellen White reaffirmed the development of character the
recipient of the Spirit's infilling receives when she wrote:

“When the Spirit of God takes possession of the
heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts are
put away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility,
and peace takes the place of anger, envy, and
strife. Joy takes the place of sadness, and the
countenance reflects the light of heaven.”
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DESIRE OF AGES, P173

WE CAN GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

There are things we can do that will grieve the Spirit (Ephesians
4:30). If we do not daily seek Him and cooperate in following
where He leads us, His power will wane, and our Christian
experience will weaken.
God doesn't force us to do anything. When we receive the
baptism of the Spirit, He will have a greater impact in our lives.
We will feel His promptings more strongly. The Spirit will daily
put the desire in our hearts to obey God. He will call us to study
God's Word and pray more. The Spirit will cause us to begin
loving righteousness and to hate sin. However, we are always
free to disregard His promptings. When we do this, we begin
the process of “grieving” or “quenching” the Spirit. Paul gave
very practical advice in many sections of Scripture on how to
avoid doing this. Paul’s practical counsels to the believer on
living the Christian life are aimed at helping us to maintain the
fullness of the Spirit in our lives. Two examples of such counsel
are found in Ephesians 4:25-32, and 1 Thessalonians 5:14-19.
Paul knew that the Spirit of God dwelling in the believer
would prompt him or her to do the things listed in these verses.
If we refuse to yield to His prompting, we will be in danger of
“grieving” and “quenching” the Spirit.
If you find that you have grieved the Spirit, don't be discour‐
aged. Instead, ask God to forgive you (1 John 1:9), and He will.
Then ask God to fill you anew with His Spirit and He will
(Luke 11:13). Ask Him in faith, and you will receive (Galatians
3:14).
David knew God was merciful. He had committed the sins
of adultery and murder. He had walked away from the
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prompting of God's Spirit in his life when he committed these
terrible acts. Yet, when he was convicted of his sin by the Spirit
he turned to God in prayer (Psalm 51). Note especially these
words:

“Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away
from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;
and uphold me with thy free spirit.”
PSALM 51:9-12

When we find that we have been slipping away from God,
we must not let another moment pass without confessing our
sin, accepting God's forgiveness, and claiming the promise of
receiving the Holy Spirit to renew our lives as David did. Then
we will once again be strengthened in the “inner” man to be
victorious over Satan (Ephesians 3:16-19).
WE MUST EXPERIENCE THE EARLY RAIN TO RECEIVE THE
LATTER RAIN OF THE SPIRIT

We are nearing the time for the “latter rain” to fall. If we do not
experience the infilling of the Spirit, which is the “early rain”
(Joel 2:23), we will not be prepared to receive and participate in
the work of the latter rain. I believe God is moving among His
people today and leading them into this wonderful experience.
If you have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
don't delay another day. His reception should be first and fore‐
most in our lives. For this gift will bring all other gifts to us. The
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Spirit's infilling will change our lethargy to excitement, our
weakness to strength, and our witness will be with a power not
seen since the day of Pentecost.
A NECESSITY FOR EXPERIENCING CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS

As I mentioned at the beginning of this day’s devotional, for us
to experience Christ’s righteousness manifested in us we must
daily experience the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Christ lives in
us through the baptism of the Spirit (John 14:16-18, 1 John
3:24). This experience will lead us to become just like Jesus in
our lives and service for Him. The Spirit-filled experience is not
an option for those ready to meet Jesus when He returns. It is a
necessity! Hence, it is my prayer that all who read this book will
experience the Spirit’s infilling every day. The baptism of the
Holy Spirit must become a consistent part of our lives in order
for us to have the faith to make it through the time of trouble, to
experience full victory over temptation and sin, and to be ready
for Christ’s return.
No other way exists for us to relinquish our complacent,
faithless, Laodicean condition and be prepared for the final
crisis before Christ’s second coming. Ellen White confirmed
this with the words:

“Nothing but the baptism of the Holy Spirit can
bring up the church to its right position, and
prepare the people of God for the fast
approaching conflict.”
LETTER 15, 1889

I pray that you will take God’s instruction seriously. If you
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are not daily claiming the promise of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit do not let another day go by without seeking this
marvelous blessing. For the Holy Spirit’s infilling bestows all
other blessings on you and will lead you into the marvelous
experience with Christ.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does Satan work to hinder the work of the
Holy Spirit?
2. What other terms apply to the baptism of the Holy
Spirit experience?
3. When did the baptism of the Holy Spirit become
available to Christians?
4. List some of Christ’s experiences that model the
experience Christians are to have? • Luke 1:35 •
Luke 2:52 • Luke 3:21-22 • Luke 4:1-13 • Luke
4:14
5. Is the baptism of the Holy Spirit an option for the
believer or a necessity?
6. According to 1John 3:24, what one thing does the
baptism of the Holy Spirit do for the believer?
7. What works did Jesus say in John 14:12 His
followers would do?
8. List some of the works Jesus did that were done by
the apostles. (see Acts 2:46-47; 5:15-16)
9. Did the Samaritan believers, Saul and the Ephesian
believers automatically receive the baptism of the
Holy Spirit when they were baptised in water? Acts
8:12-17; 9:17-18; 19:1-6
10. What was a common method used to enable
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11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

believers to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit
after the day of pentecost? Acts 8:12-17; 9:17-18;
19:1-6
Is water baptism and Spirit baptism two separate
experiences?
Is laying on of hands always necessary for an
individual to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
How important did Ellen White say the baptism of
the Holy Spirit is?
What did LeRoy Froom say in 1928 about our
neglect of understanding and experiencing the
baptism of the Holy Spirit as a denomination?
According to Froom why is the baptism of the Holy
Spirit necessary for last day Christians?
What is one of Satan’s greatest fears?
What must we do to be able to receive the baptism
of the Spirit?
How often should we seek the baptism of the Holy
Spirit according to Ephesians 5:18?
What are the benefits of receiving the baptism of
the Holy Spirit?
List attitudes and behaviors in the following texts that
Paul warns us of that can cause us to grieve the Holy
Spirit? • Ephesians 4:25-32 • 1 Thessalonians 5:14-19
If we find that we have grieved the Holy Spirit what
does 1John 1:9 tell us to do?

PRAYER FOCUS

Pray for:
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
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Revival for yourself and the church
God to lead the church and you to experience a
daily Spirit filled ministry for Jesus
Those on your prayer list

DAY FOUR
CHRIST LIVING IN THE
BELIEVER

W

hen the believer receives the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, he is actually receiving Christ more fully
into his life. Moreover, Christ fully living in one’s
life is the only way to experience His righteousness in the life.
Hence, the experiences of Spirit baptism, Christ living in the
believer, and righteousness by faith are all closely linked
together.
JESUS LIVES IN THE SPIRIT-FILLED BELIEVER

John tells us that the Christians who are living when Jesus
comes will be “like” Him (1 John 3:2). How much like Jesus are
we to become? The Greek word translated “like” means “just
like” Him. How can this happen? Through the daily baptism of
the Holy Spirit Jesus will live out His life in us. Paul described
this when he wrote:

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I
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now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
GALATIANS 2:20

Through the infilling of the Holy Spirit Christ will come and
live in each of us. In the above text Paul clearly stated that even
though he was still alive it was not really he that was doing the “liv‐
ing.” No, it was Christ who was actually doing the “living” in him.
In several statements Paul taught this truth of Christ living
in the believer.

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye
be reprobates?”
2 CORINTHIANS 13:5

“My little children, of whom I travail in birth
again until Christ be formed in you.”
GALATIANS 4:19

In the above verse, Paul referred to the process of Christ
being fully manifested (formed) in the believer.

“To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory”
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COLOSSIANS 1:27

Jesus living in us is our only hope of fully revealing His
glory or character in our life.
JESUS’ PROMISE

Jesus gave a wonderful promise to His disciples as He was about
to leave them. He promised the coming of the Holy Spirit
would result in Jesus dwelling in them.

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you
comfortless: I will come to you.” (Emphasis
added)
JOHN 14:16-18

Here, Jesus clearly stated that He would “come” to His
disciples through the Holy Spirit. This took place on the day of
Pentecost when the disciples received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. So it is through the Spirit’s infilling that Christ lives most
fully in His followers.
THE BENEFITS

Since Christ lives in the Spirit-filled believer he or she will have
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the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16; Philippians 2:5). He or
she will also have other attributes of Christ:
His likes and dislikes
His love of righteousness
His hatred of sin
His desire to obey the Father (Psalm 40:7-8)
His passion for souls (Luke 19:10)
Paul told us that the wisdom, righteousness, and holiness of
Christ was ours as Spirit-filled Christians (1 Corinthians 1:30)
—every virtue and quality of Christ. We are to become more
and more like Christ every day as we are changed into His
“image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2
Corinthians 3:18).
Christ living in the believer through the infilling of the
Spirit causes the character of Christ to be fully developed in
them. The Holy Spirit produces the “fruit of the Spirit” when
He dwells within us (Galatians 5:22-23). This wonderful fruit
of character will be manifested in the life more and more abun‐
dantly as the Spirit takes greater possession of the life. The
Spirit will take such control of the believer that they will
become like Jesus in every way (1 John 3:2). Ellen White very
nicely described this in the following statement:

“All true obedience comes from the heart. It was
heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He
will so identify Himself with our thoughts and
aims, so blend our hearts and minds into
conformity to His will, that when obeying
Him we shall be but carrying out our
own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified,
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will find its highest delight in doing His service.
When we know God, as it is our privilege to know
Him, our lives will be a life of continual
obedience. Through an appreciation of the
character of Christ, through communion with
God, sin will become hateful to us.” (Emphasis
added)
DESIRE OF AGES, 668

The baptism of the Holy Spirit will bring about the fulfill‐
ment of Christ's promise that the believers would do the
“works” He did and even greater works (John 14:12). Christ
will do the same works today through the believer as He did
when He walked this earth 2,000 years ago. This happens when
the believer receives the baptism of the Holy Spirit and
continues to walk in the Spirit. In fact, Jesus said the believers
would do “greater works” because Jesus’s works will be mani‐
fested through every believer that receives Him fully through
the daily baptism of the Holy Spirit. In a very real sense every
believer reflects Christ to the world. We become Christ's mouth,
Christ’s hands, Christ’s feet, doing the very works He did:
preaching, teaching, healing, casting out devils, etc.
Christ is our example in all things. Every word He spoke,
and every work He did, was not really Him speaking and doing.
He was simply an empty vessel in whom His Father dwelled
through the Holy Spirit. Because of this Jesus said of Himself:

“Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you
I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth
in me, he doeth the works.”
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JOHN 14:10

Our experience is to be similar to that of Christ. Through
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is to live in us, speak
through us, and work through us. Our daily receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit enables Christ to live out His right‐
eous life of obedience in and through us. Our personal victory
over temptation and sin is simply Christ’s victory lived out in
our lives. As a result, His righteousness will be seen in us as we
choose to let Him manifest His righteous life in us and believe
He will. This is righteousness by faith.
It is this full “manifestation of the sons of God” that the
whole of creation awaits (Romans 8:19). When this occurs in its
fullness the earth will then be lighted with God’s character of
glory, and the end will come (Revelation 18:1).
This full manifestation of Christ is also what Christ awaits.

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation of Himself in His church. When
the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will come to
claim them as His own.”
CHRIST’S OBJECT LESSONS, 69

Notice in this statement by Ellen White that Christ is not
waiting for you and me to simply become like Jesus by copying
His lifestyle. No, Christ is waiting for the manifestation of
“Himself” in us. Also, note that we are not to reproduce the
character of Christ for Him. No, He is to reproduce His char‐
acter in us for us.
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CHRIST’S CHARACTER AND WORKS MADE MANIFEST

The character Christ revealed, and the works He did will be
seen in the life of every believer that receives the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and continues to walk in that baptism. That is why
Jesus could positively state that specific signs would follow those
that believe such as healing and casting out devils (Mark
16:15-18).
We see these words of Christ fulfilled from Pentecost
onward. His character was manifested through all who received
the infilling of the Spirit (Acts 2: 46-47). Thousands were won
to Christ through the preaching of the gospel, and the sick were
healed (Acts 5:15-16).
This wonderful work of Christ continued through the first
few centuries of the Christian era. However, as darkness came
upon the church through the many false teachings that were
accepted and propagated the church lost her power. The great
era of apostasy brought with it great weakness in the body of
Christ. The character of Christ became obscure, soul winning
waned, and the healings all but ceased. A time of great spiritual
famine griped Christendom.
Christians today are not exempt from these woeful influ‐
ences. In fact, God in His message to Laodicea indicated that
the last church of the Christian era, in which we now live, is
failing to reflect Christ's character (Revelation 3:14-22). Unfor‐
tunately, however, she is unaware of her shortcomings.
Laodicean Christians think that they have all they need. The
church is “lukewarm,” so she needs to be heated to become “on
fire” for their Lord. Who has the fire needed? Jesus does. John
the Baptist foretold that Christ would baptize with the Holy
Spirit and fire (Luke 3:16). The baptismal fire of the Holy Spirit
is the only hope for the Laodicean church.
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“I would that we had the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, and this we must have before we can reveal
perfection of life and character. I would that each
member of the church would open the heart to
Jesus, saying, ‘Come, heavenly Guest, abide
with me.”
MANUSCRIPT RELEASES, VOL. 2, P26

CHRIST WANTS INTO OUR LIVES

Christ is pictured as “knocking” at the door of the Laodiceans
(Revelation 3:20). He longs to become a part of the lives of these
professed believers, which is the only solution to their problem.
The indwelling of Christ occurs only through the infilling of the
Holy Spirit. The message of Christ to the Laodiceans is indeed
a call to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, an experience
that draws Christ fully into their lives.
When last-day Christians receive the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and continue to daily walk in it a great revival and
reformation will be witnessed. Christ's character will be mani‐
fested in its perfection through His people by Christ Himself.
God's last-day message will be proclaimed with a power not
previously seen. Many signs will follow. Ellen White spoke of
this time when she wrote:

“In visions of the night, representations passed
before me of a great reformatory movement
among God's people. The sick were healed, and
other miracles were wrought. A spirit of
intercession was seen, even as was manifested
before the great day of Pentecost … Hearts were
converted by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
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TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH, VOL.
9, 126

The great focus of the prayers of God's people at that time
will be to receive more of Jesus, more of the infilling of God's
Spirit. The earnest desire of the heart will change. Instead of
focusing on sin and lamenting their failures, they will be
pleading “that I may know him” (Philippians 3:10). They have
discovered the wonderful truth—to know Jesus is victory. This
“knowing” comes through the infilling of the Holy Spirit.
Victory comes by learning how to let Jesus live out His victory
in the believer. Victory comes by fully experiencing right‐
eousness by faith.
Christ will finish His work on this earth. We are all invited
to participate in its glorious climax. However, the only way we
will be able to work successfully with Christ in this work is to
have Him working in and through us by the infilling of the
Spirit. The only way we can have Christ live out His righteous
life in us is by the infilling of the Spirit. This is why Paul so
emphatically commanded us to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph‐
esians 5:18).
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What happens in the believer’s life when he
receives the baptism of the Holy Spirit according to
the following texts? • John 14:17-18 • 1John 3:24
2. When Jesus comes whom will the believers be like?
• 1 John 3:2
3. How did Paul describe his relationship with Jesus? •
Galatians 2:20
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4. Whose desires will the Spirit filled believer
develop? • Philippians 2:5
5. What two passions of Christ will the Spirit filled
Christian receive? • Psalm 40:7-8 • Luke 19:10
6. List other qualities Jesus had that the Spirit filled
believer will also have. • Galatians 5:22-23
7. How does Ellen White describe the change that
takes place in the believer who receives the baptism
of the Holy Spirit?
8. What did Jesus say His followers would do? • John
14:12
9. What happens in this earth when the sons of God
are fully manifested? • Revelation 18:1
10. What is God’s glory? • Exodus 33:18-19 • 2
Corinthians 3:18
11. What ministry signs did Jesus say would accompany
Spirit filled believers? • Mark 16:15-18
12. Was Christ’s prophecy of the believers healing the
sick accurate? • Acts 5:15-16
13. What happened in the Christian church that
caused miracles to stop?
14. What is the only hope for last-day Christians to
come out of their Laodicean condition?
15. What is Christ described doing in God’s warning
message to the Laodiceans? • Revelation 3:20
16. How do Laodicean believers open the door of their
heart and let Christ fully into their life? • 1 John
3:24
17. What does Ellen White describe will happen when
Laodicean Christians receive the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and let Jesus live fully in them?
18. What will be the overriding desire of last day Spirit
filled Christians? • Philippians 3:10
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19. Why is “knowing” Christ so important? • John 17:3
20. What did Christ say to those not ready to meet Him
when He returns? • Matthew 7:23; 25:12
21. What does Paul command all Christians to do? •
Ephesians 5:18
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray for:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and in the church
God to lead the church and you to fully experience
Christ’s living presence within every day
Those on your prayer list
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DAY FIVE
RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH
ALONE

T

he great controversy has always been over Christ. We
read in the book of Revelation about when the contro‐
versy first began in heaven (Revelation 12:7-10).
Satan hates Christ and has always tried to replace Him (Isaiah
14:12-14).
The same controversy takes place in the lives of men and
women today. Satan desires to reign on the throne of the heart.
He wants mankind to follow his ways, not Christ’s ways. In the
area of Christian living, he wants to replace Christ’s right‐
eousness with man’s efforts. He wants them to look to their own
efforts for righteousness rather than Christ and His right‐
eousness. He wants them to look to themselves for obedience
rather than to Christ manifesting His obedience in and through
them.
THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION’S THEME

This issue was at the heart of the Protestant Reformation. The
battle cry of the reformation was “sola fide,” “by faith alone.”
This issue is at the heart of the gospel and the message of right‐

SPIRIT BAPTISM AND THE 1888 MESSAGE OF RIGHTEO…

47

eousness by faith.
The Bible is clear on the matter. Concerning the Christian’s
walk with God, Paul wrote:

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him.”
COLOSSIANS 2:6

The way we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior is by faith.
We must believe that Jesus is the Son of God, died for our sins,
forgives our sins, clothes us in His imputed righteousness, and
gives us eternal life. We become Christians by faith in Christ.
Works are not involved.
God does not require a lost sinner to begin doing good
works before coming to Christ. The sinner does not have to
“clean up” his life and try to make himself acceptable to God
before receiving salvation. No, the sinner simply comes to
Christ as he or she is and accepts Him by faith as his/her
Savior.
SANCTIFYING FAITH

Once one is born again and begins seeking to live the Christian
life the new Christian naturally focuses on his or her own efforts
to obey God’s law. However, he or she soon discovers that this is
impossible. Paul described this impossibility.

“I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil
is present with me. For I delight in the law of God
after the inward man: But I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind, and
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bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members.”
ROMANS 7:21-23

Paul had personally experienced the impossibility of
obeying God’s law through his own efforts. He was forced to
cry out:

“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?”
ROMANS 7:24

He then gave the answer to his cry:

“I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord…”
ROMANS 7:25

A. T. Jones understood this struggle when he wrote:

“Everybody has experienced it,—longing to do the
good that he would, yet doing only the evil that he
hated; having ever a will to do better, but how to
perform it, finding not; delighting in the law of
God after the inward man, yet finding in his
members another law, warring against the law of
his mind, and bringing him into captivity to the
law of sin which is in his members; and at last
crying out. ‘O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?’”
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LESSONS ON FAITH, 36-37

The apostle Paul had learned that faith in Christ was the
only way to victoriously live the Christian life:

“For what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
ROMANS 8:3-4

Commenting on these scriptures, Jones wrote:

“Thank the Lord, there is deliverance. It is found
in Christ Jesus and in the Spirit of our God. Rom.
7:25; 8:1, 2. And the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus having made you free from the law of
sin and death, then ‘walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.’ There is not only
deliverance from the bondage of corruption: there
is also the glorious liberty of the children of God
for every soul who receives the Spirit, and walks in
the Spirit.”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 37

In order to walk in the Spirit, we must daily experience the
baptism of the Holy Spirit and choose to yield to the Spirit’s
promptings. Once we make the choice to yield to the Spirit’s
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promptings we are to then look to Christ to live out His victory
over the temptation in our lives.
Jones continued his description of the deliverance God
offers the believer:

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the
lusts of the flesh.
See the list of the workings of the lust of the
flesh: “Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revelings, and such like.” None of these shall you
fulfill, over all these things you have the victory,
when you walk in the Spirit. It is the faithful word
of God.
Is not that a most desirable prospect? Is not
such a thing as that worth having? And when it is
had for the asking and the taking, then is it not
worth asking for and taking?”
IBID.

E. J. Waggoner also described the all too common experi‐
ence of many Christians.

“There are too many who try to live the Christian
life on the strength of the faith which they
exercised when they realized their need of pardon
for the sins of their past life. They know that God
alone can pardon sins, and that he does this
through Christ; but they imagine that having once
been started they must run the race in their own
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strength. We know that many have this idea, first
because we have heard some say so, and second,
because there are multitudes of professed
Christians who show the working of no greater
power that their own.”
IBID., 2

GOD AND HIS LAW DEMAND RIGHTEOUSNESS

God and His law demand righteousness in one’s life. However,
because of the weakness of human flesh, attaining righteousness
by keeping the law is impossible. Therefore, Jesus came in the
flesh and fulfilled the righteousness requirements of the law;
thus, He “condemned sin in the flesh.” He was tempted in all
points as we are in the flesh and was victorious over every temp‐
tation (Hebrews 4:15).
Because of Jesus’ perfect and righteous obedience to God’s
law, when we have Jesus living in us we have His righteous
obedience available to us. Therefore, Paul stated that “the right‐
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.” (Romans 8:4) You
see, because of the “weakness” of our flesh we are unable to
fulfill the righteous requirements of the law. However, if we
have Jesus living in us through the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
He will live out His righteous obedience “in us” if we place our
“faith” in Him to do so. This is how we have Christ’s right‐
eousness manifested in our lives by faith; how we have His
righteousness “imparted” to us.
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NO RIGHTEOUSNESS SEPARATE FROM FAITH

Any righteousness that we seek to obtain by our own efforts is
actually unrighteousness since it is impossible to attain to any
righteousness apart from faith in Christ’s righteousness. There
is no righteousness separate from faith. That is why Paul wrote:

“For whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”
ROMANS 14:23

Concerning this truth, E. J. Waggoner wrote:

“Without faith not an act can be performed that
will meet the approval of God. Without faith the
best deeds that a man can do will come infinitely
short of the perfect righteousness of God, which is
the only standard. Where ever real faith is found
it is a good thing; but the best of faith in God to
take away the load of the sins of the past will profit
a person nothing unless it is carried right through
in ever-increasing measure until the close of his
probation.”
LESSONS IN FAITH, 2

Waggoner continued:

“We have heard many people tell how hard they
found it to do right; their Christian life was most
unsatisfactory to them, being marked only by
failure, and they were tempted to give up in
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discouragement. No wonder they get discouraged:
continual failure is enough to discourage anybody.
The bravest soldier in the world would become
faint-hearted if he had been defeated in every
battle. Sometimes these persons will mournfully
tell that they have lost confidence in themselves.
Poor soul, if they would only lose confidence in
themselves entirely, and would put their whole
trust in the one who is mighty to save, they would
have a different story to tell. They would then ‘joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Says the
apostle, ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I
say, Rejoice.’ Philippians 4:4. The man who
doesn’t rejoice in God, even though tempted and
afflicted, is not fighting the good fight of faith. He
is fighting the poor fight of self-confidence and
defeat.”
IBID., 2-3

The ONLY way to live a victorious Christian life is to look
in faith to Christ (Hebrews 12:1-2). The ONLY way we can
become righteous is by faith in Christ’s righteousness. The
ONLY way our obedience can be holy is by faith that Christ,
through the Holy Spirit, will live His holy, righteous life within
us. Jesus is the ONLY “way, truth and life.” (John 14:6) When
we are tempted we can turn immediately to Christ to ask Him
to manifest His victory over that temptation. Christ’s righteous
obedience will then be manifest in our live. We will be experi‐
encing righteousness by faith in our walk with the Lord. That is
why Paul wrote:

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
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it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, ‘The
just shall live by faith.’”
ROMANS 1:16-17

The true gospel of Christ is a gospel of “power.” This power
of Christ living in us gives us “salvation” through our “belief” or
faith in Him. Thereby, the justified Christians live by “faith” in
Christ alone for righteousness.
E. J. Waggoner wrote concerning this:

“The gospel is God’s remedy for sin; its work,
therefore, must be to bring men into harmony
with the law,—to cause the working of the
righteous law to be manifested in their lives.
But this is wholly a work of faith,—the
righteousness of God is revealed from ‘faith to
faith’—faith in the beginning, and faith to the
end,—as it is written, ‘The just shall live
by faith.’”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 1

FAITH OVERCOMES THE WORLD

John recognized faith as the only means of overcoming the
temptations of Satan.

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
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world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.”
1 JOHN 5:4

You can see why Satan wants to blind God’s people to the
marvelous experience of righteousness by faith in Christ alone.
First, he wants to replace Christ from that aspect of the Christ‐
ian’s life. Second, he doesn’t want us to have victory over temp‐
tation and sin. He does not want God’s law to be obeyed. For
through experiencing righteousness by faith, we place Christ at
the very center of our walk with God, and our lives will be a life
of obedience to God. Through our faith in Christ, obedience to
God’s law will be manifested in and through us by Christ. And
that is true righteousness by faith.
Ellen White certainly understood the centrality of faith in
the Christian’s life. She wrote:

“The knowledge of what the Scripture means
when urging upon us the necessity of cultivating
faith, is more essential than any other knowledge
that can be acquired.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, OCTOBER 18, 1898

She knew faith in Christ was the only way to victory. She
knew that faith in Christ’s righteousness was the only way to be
righteous. She knew that faith in Christ was the only way to
perfectly obey God’s law. This is why she endorsed the 1888
message of righteousness by faith so strongly. She knew it was
the only way to have Christ central in our lives and become the
people who are ready to meet Christ when He returns in glory.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How has Satan tried to replace Christ in the
Christian’s life?
2. What was the theme of the Protestant Reformation?
3. What did Paul experience when trying to obey
God’s law by his own efforts of trying hard to be
faithful?
4. What does every Christian experience when trying
to obey God’s law by their own efforts of trying hard
to be faithful?
5. What kind of life does God’s law demand?
6. Why do Christians find it difficult when trying to
obey God’s law?
7. Describe in your own words how the Christian is to
exercise faith in Christ in order to live an obedient
life?
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray For:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and the church
God to lead the church and you to understand and
experience Christ’s righteous obedience in the life
Those on your prayer list

DAY SIX
COMPLETE VICTORY OVER
TEMPTATION AND SIN

W

hen you go on a trip, it is necessary that you know
where you want to go. The same is true of our
walk with God; we need to know where He wants
to take us in our relationship with Him and the victory we can
have in Him over temptation and sin. In this chapter, we will
consider where God wants to take us in relation to victory over
sin in our lives. It is essential we understand this aspect of right‐
eousness by faith. If we don’t we will conclude that we simply
have to continue with certain besetting sins in our lives until
Jesus comes. The tragedy of that kind of thinking is that we will
be lost if we are living a life of willful known sin when Jesus
returns in glory.
IS IT POSSIBLE?

Is a consistently obedient life really possible? Can we truly have
victory over every temptation and sin in our lives? That is the
kind of life God in the Bible calls us to live. The apostle Paul
was very clear on God’s will concerning complete victory:
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“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin.”
ROMANS 6:6

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the
lusts thereof.”
ROMANS 6:11-12

“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye
are not under the law, but under grace.”
ROMANS 6:14

John agreed with Paul’s view of victory over sin:

“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not:
whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither
known him.”
1 JOHN 3:19

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;
for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God.”
1 JOHN 3:9
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These verses clearly state that victory over temptation and
sin is possible for the Christian. Ellen White also supported
this view.

“He who has not sufficient faith in Christ to
believe that He can keep him from sinning, has
not the faith that will give him an entrance into
the kingdom of God.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, MARCH 10, 1904

“Moral perfection is required of all.”
CHRIST’S OBJECT LESSONS, 330

“ ‘The prince of this world cometh,’ said Jesus,
‘and hath nothing in Me.’ John 14:30. There was
in Him nothing that responded to Satan’s
sophistry. He did not consent to sin. Not even by a
thought did He yield to temptation. So it may be
with us.”
DESIRE OF AGES, P123

A. T. JONES’S TEACHING ON COMPLETE VICTORY

Jones and Waggoner also taught this. In a series of articles titled,
“Christian Perfection,” in the Review and Herald, July 18, 25;
and Aug. 1, 1899, A. T. Jones gave a rather detailed exposition
of Romans 6. The following are a few of his statements
concerning the victory over temptation and sin the believer is to
experience through Christ. They are taken from the book,

60

DENNIS SMITH

Lessons on Faith, a compilation of writings by Jones and
Waggoner. After discussing Romans 6:1, Jones wrote (page
numbers appear in parenthesis):

“Then doesn’t he [God] intend that you and I
shall be kept from sinning? And when we know
that he intends it then we can confidently expect
it. If we don’t expect it, it will never be
done.” (141)
Referring to Romans 6:7, he stated:

“Crucifixion, destruction, and then henceforth not
serving sin, there, then, is the way to Christian
perfection.” (143)
He continued:

“Then it is plain that the first, the second, the
sixth, the seventh, and the eighth verses of the
sixth chapter of Romans all intend that we shall be
kept from sinning.” (144)
After quoting Romans 6:13, he wrote:

“The reign of grace lifts the soul above sin, holds it
there, reigns against the power of sin, and delivers
the soul from sinning.” (Ibid.)
“Thus from the first verse to the fourteenth of the
sixth chapter of Romans, there is preached, over
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and over, deliverance from sin and from sinning.”
(Ibid.)
Then Jones summarized what he had presented on
Romans 6.

“It begins with freedom from sin; that is a great
thing. Next upon that, freedom from sinning; and
that is a great thing. Next upon that, servants to
righteousness; and that is a great thing. Next upon
that, unto holiness; and that is a great thing. And
upon all, the end, everlasting life; and that is a
great thing.
And there is the way to Christian perfection.
It is the way of crucifixion, unto destruction of the
body of sin, unto freedom from sinning, unto the
service of righteousness, unto holiness, unto
perfection in Jesus Christ by the Holy Ghost, unto
everlasting life.” (146)
Note also his emphasis on the necessity of the Holy Spirit in the
victory Christ wants to manifest in our lives. The infilling, baptism
of the Holy Spirit is absolutely necessary for complete victory.
E. J. WAGGONER’S TEACHING ON COMPLETE VICTORY

Waggoner also taught that complete victory over temptation
and sin is possible even now through Christ.

“The overcoming is now; the victories to be gained
are victories over the lusts of the flesh, the lust of
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the eyes, and the pride of life, victories over self
and self indulgence.”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 3

He acknowledged that many Christians do not have
complete victory over sin and find the Christian life to be a great
burden.

“Some folks look with dread upon the thought of
having to wage a continual warfare with self and
worldly lusts. That is because they do not as yet
know anything about the joy of victory; they have
experienced only defeat. But it isn’t so doleful a
thing to battle constantly, when there is continual
victory.” (Ibid.)
Next, Waggoner asked the question, “Now how may we
gain continual victories in our spiritual warfare?” Then he
quoted John.

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.”
1 JOHN 5:4

Waggoner was very clear that through the Holy Spirit
complete victory is gained.

“How the Spirit works in a man to subdue his
passions, and to make him victorious over pride,

SPIRIT BAPTISM AND THE 1888 MESSAGE OF RIGHTEO…

63

envy, and selfishness, is known only to the Spirit;
it is sufficient for us to know that it is done, and
will be done in everyone who wants that work
wrought in him, above all else, and who trusts God
for the performance of it.”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 5

It is only through daily experiencing the baptism of the
Holy Spirit that the Spirit will be able to do this work of victory
in us. Waggoner connected the work of the Spirit with Christ
working in the believer.

“Here is the secret of strength. It is Christ, the Son
of God, the one to whom all power in Heaven and
earth is given, who does the work. If he lives in the
heart to do the work, is it boasting to say that
continual victories may be gained? Yes, it is
boasting; but it is boasting in the Lord, and that is
allowable.” (Ibid., 4)
Experiencing complete victory through Christ and through
the Spirit is inseparably connected because Christ lives in the
believer through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
ALL AGREE

The Bible, Ellen White, Jones, and Waggoner all agree that
complete victory over temptation and sin is possible even now.
The message of righteousness by faith presented in 1888
teaches us “how” we can have this complete victory through
Christ living in us through the Spirit.
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Complete victory is the experience we must all have if we
are living when Jesus comes. That is why Satan has fought so
fiercely to keep God’s people from understanding the message
of righteousness by faith. We need not fear Satan’s plots against
us. Jesus gained complete victory over our foe and offers that
victory to us through our faith in His righteousness. Jesus began
the work of salvation in our life and He will bring us to
complete victory as we place our faith in Him and His right‐
eousness.

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6

DON’T BE DISCOURAGED

Don’t be discouraged if you don’t see this level of victory in your
Christian life today. Learning the way of victory through Christ
is a process. As the disciple John wrote, God wants us to have
the victory. However, if we fall we have Jesus Christ as our
advocate with the Father. (1John 2:1) Because of Christ’s medi‐
atory work as our High Priest we have forgiveness. (1John 1:9)
Someday soon Jesus will complete His ministry as our High
Priest (Daniel 12:1; Revelation 15:8). At that point we must
have learned how to experience victory over all temptation and
sin through righteousness by faith in Christ. Don’t become fear‐
ful. Instead learn to daily, moment-by-moment trust Jesus to
complete His work in you. (Philippians 1:6)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. If we don’t believe we can experience victory over
temptation and sin in our life, what kind of life will
we be living when Christ returns?
2. If we are not living a victorious life over sin through
faith in Christ when He returns, what will be
out fate?
3. What did A.T. Jones write about the kind of victory
the Christian can have through Christ?
4. What did E.J. Waggoner write about the kind of
victory the Christian can have through Christ?
5. What did Ellen White write about the victory over
sin the Christian must have?
6. If we fall into a sin what assurances are we given in
1John 2:1 and 1John 1:9?
7. Should we become discouraged if we are not
experiencing the level of victory over sin that we
desire in our heart to experience? Why?
8. If we keep our faith in God to complete His work in
us, what promise has He given us?
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray For:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and the church
God to lead the church and to experience complete
victory over sin through faith in Christ
Those on your prayer list
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DAY SEVEN
COMPLETE VICTORY
THROUGH CHRIST’S
RIGHTEOUSNESS

This day’s devotional is adapted from my book,
Spirit Baptism & Abiding in Christ. In this
devotional, I present the sanctification aspect
of righteousness by faith, which is the “how”
of victory over temptation and sin. It is at the
heart of the message of righteousness by faith
presented by Jones and Waggoner in 1888.

I

n Romans 7, Paul described the struggle every Christian
has with temptation and sin in his life. Even though the
power of the sinful nature was broken at the cross for the
believer in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:6), that fact alone does not
give victory over sin. The Bible is clear and untold defeats in
every Christian’s life confirm that we do not have the ability to
overcome temptation and sin no matter how much effort we
exert. Even if we ask God to add His power to our effort we
still fail.
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A. T. Jones clearly described the impossibility of the Chris‐
tian living an obedient life by putting forth effort to do so:

“Everybody has experienced it,—longing to do the
good that he would, yet doing only the evil that he
hated; having ever a will to do better, but how to
perform it, finding not; delighting in the law of
God after the inward man, yet finding in his
members another law, warring against the law of
his mind, and bringing him into captivity to the
law of sin which is in his members; and at last
crying out. ‘O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?’ ”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 36-37

Until the Christian comes to understand and experience
what it means to let Christ give him or her victory, he or she will
not experience the consistently obedient life desired. In this
day’s devotional, I will present how to let Christ live out His
victorious life in you. When you come to understand and expe‐
rience this truth your Christian life will never again be the
same. Instead of a life of sporadic obedience and broken
promises to God, you will in time experience a life of victory
through Christ over every temptation and sin Satan sends
your way.
Paul stated: “There hath no temptation taken you but such
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temp‐
tation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
1Corinthians 10:13. The “way to escape” temptation and sin is
through understanding and experiencing righteousness by faith
in Christ.
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JUST LIKE JESUS

We are fast approaching the second coming of Christ. The
Christians who are living when Jesus returns will have gained
the victory over every temptation and sin in their lives. John
indicated this when he wrote:

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him:
for we shall see him as he is.”
1 JOHN 3:4

The Greek word translated “like” in this verse means just
like Christ in character, nature, authority, etc. Christ was victo‐
rious over all temptation and sin, so those who are ready to meet
Him when He returns will also be victorious over sin. In addi‐
tion, the fact that they are living without Christ as their medi‐
ator indicates the level of victory they will have attained in
Christ.
A.T. Jones presented this concept when he wrote of the
completion of the mystery of God. He quoted Revelation 10:7,
which states that in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,
the mystery of God will be finished. Then he wrote:

“But what is the mystery of God? ‘Christ in you,
the hope of glory.’ ‘God … manifest in the flesh.’
Then in these days that mystery is to be finished
in one hundred and forty-four thousand people.
God’s work in human flesh. God being manifested
in human flesh, in you and me, is to be finished.
His work upon you and me is to be finished. We
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are to be perfected in Jesus Christ. By the Spirit
we are to come unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 150

Note again, this happens only by the Holy Spirit because it
is through the baptism of the Holy Spirit that Christ lives in His
people most fully, and they grow into the fullness of Christ.
HOW CAN IT HAPPEN IN YOUR LIFE?

So what is the answer to how we can live a consistently victo‐
rious Christian life? The answer is letting Jesus live out His life
in us. This truth is taught throughout the Bible. In the Old
Testament we find references to it. David understood that
victory came through God’s presence with him.

“I have set the LORD always before me: because
he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.”
PSALM 16:8

“Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy
presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there
are pleasures for evermore.”
PSALM 16:11

Isaiah understood the necessity of continual connection
with God for victory and peace in one’s life.

70

DENNIS SMITH

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth
in thee.”
ISAIAH 26:3

One would not experience a life of perfect peace if he/she
was living a life of constantly falling into acts of sin knowing
they were falling short of God’s will for them. No, their life
would be a life of continual discouragement.
The New Testament is very clear about the necessity of
Christ living in us in order for us to have the victory over temp‐
tation and sin. Jesus used the imagery of the vine and branches
to illustrate this truth.

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine,
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.”
JOHN 15:4-5

Paul taught this truth throughout his writings:

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”
ROMANS 6:11
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“We have the mind of Christ.”
1 CORINTHIANS 2:16

Christ’s mind was filled with pure, holy, virtuous thoughts.
If we have asked Christ to live in us through the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, if we believe He does, and if we believe He will
manifest His love and His pure, holy, virtuous thoughts in our
minds, He will do just that. It is a matter of faith—believing He
will truly manifest Himself in our lives. Paul recognized this
fact when he wrote:

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
GALATIANS 2:20

“That he would grant you according to the riches
of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his
Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith. …”
EPHESIANS 3:16-17

“I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.”
PHILIPPIANS 4:13

“To whom God would make known what is the
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riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory.”
COLOSSIANS 1:27

THE PROBLEM OF PREVIOUS DEFINITIONS

I am sure that these verses are familiar to you. Most Christians
know the words and phrases I am using and yet give them their
own definitions of meaning.
Usually the personal application of these verses by the
Christian is the belief that we must stay connected with God in
order to have His power added to our efforts to obey. We often
believe that Christ living in us means that He is there to
strengthen us in our efforts to overcome the temptations and
sins in our lives. However, that is not what these verses are
saying.
The Bible is clear that our efforts are ineffective in over‐
coming temptation even when we have faith in God adding His
power to our efforts. Paul described that ineffective method in
Romans chapter seven. We have all tried that method and failed
again and again. So I challenge you to lay aside your definition
of what it means to have Christ in you, and prayerfully ask “that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened” (Eph‐
esians 1:17-18).
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HE WAS THERE ALL THE TIME

First, please realize that Jesus does literally abide in you. He
said that He does, and we can believe Him. This happens as we
daily receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-18, 1
John 3:24). With Jesus living in us we have His mind (1
Corinthians 2:16), love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, good‐
ness, faith, meekness, temperance (Galatians 5:22-23), His likes
and dislikes, His pure thoughts, His forgiveness; the list could
be endless. Every virtue of Christ is in us through Christ
abiding in us.
It is essential that we believe this fact. It is with this knowl‐
edge that we are to meet the temptations that come our way.
However, even with this knowledge, the majority of Christians
live their lives in the following way. They have accepted Christ
by faith and believe they are forgiven. Then they think they
need to work hard at becoming Christlike by putting forth
efforts to obey Him. In their efforts to obey, they ask God to add
His power to these efforts. As I have stated previously, all such
efforts are doomed to failure.
What I am presenting is not becoming Christlike or always
having Christ’s help or power to resist temptation. What I am
presenting is so much better than that. The truth is that Christ
wants to literally live out His life in us; not simply add His
power to our feeble efforts.
A. T. Jones wrote:

“And remember that we are to be perfect with his
character. His standard of character is to be ours.
Yea, his character itself is to be ours. We are not to
have one made like it: it itself is to be ours. And
that alone is Christian perfection.”
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LESSONS ON FAITH, 137

HOW DOES IT WORK?

How does this happen? Simply put, the steps are these:
When you become aware of a temptation to sin,
choose to turn your mind immediately away from it
(Philippians 4:8).
Believe that your sinful nature’s attraction to the
temptation is broken.
Believe Jesus is in you.
Ask Him to manifest His virtue in you in relation to
the temptation. Be specific.
Believe that He will manifest Himself in that
manner.
Rest in that belief, and don’t fight the temptation.
When we fight the temptation, we are actually
focusing on it and trying to resist it in our own
strength.
Thank Him for the deliverance He has just
given you.
Let’s take the example of anger. Someone does something to
make you angry. Perhaps they cut you off while driving or says
something hurtful to you. The application of these steps would
go as follows:
As soon as you become aware of the temptation to
become angry, choose to turn your mind away from
what is making you feel anger.
Believe that the “angry you” was crucified at the
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cross and that the power of your sinful nature’s
desire to become angry is broken.
Believe Jesus is in you.
Ask Jesus to manifest His “non-anger” or “peace” in
and through you.
Believe that He is doing just that at that very
moment.
Rest in that belief, and don’t fight the temptation to
become angry.
Thank Him for the deliverance from anger He has
just given you.
Another example is when you are tempted to think impure
thoughts. Do the same thing with that temptation.
Every time you are tempted turn to Jesus. The temptation
may be so strong that you may have to do this several times.
That is OK. Through these experiences you are learning to
abide in Christ’s victory moment-by-moment.
JONES AND WAGGONER ON THE “HOW” OF VICTORY

Jones and Waggoner presented this concept of victory over
temptation and sin. Of this, E. J. Waggoner wrote:

“What wonderful possibilities there are for the
Christian! To what heights of holiness he may
attain! No matter how much Satan may war
against him, assaulting him where the flesh is
weakest, he may abide under the shadow of the
Almighty, and be filled with the fullness of God’s
strength. The One stronger than Satan may dwell
in his heart continually.”
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CHRIST AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, 3031

Waggoner further described the victory the Christian can
have through Christ.

“We have seen that we by nature are all servants
of sin and Satan, and that as soon as we submit to
Christ, we become loosed from Satan’s power . . .
So then, as soon as we become free from the
bondage of sin, we become the servants of Christ.
Indeed, the very act of loosing us from the power
of sin, in answer to our faith, proves God’s
acceptance of us as His servants. We become,
indeed, the bond-servants of Christ but he who is
the Lord’s servant is a free man, for we are called
unto liberty (Galatians 5:13), and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty (2 Corinthians 3:17).
And now comes the conflict again. Satan is
not disposed to give up his slave so readily. He
comes, armed with the lash of fierce temptation, to
drive us again to his service. We know by sad
experience that he is more powerful than we are,
and that unaided we cannot resist him. But we
dread his power and cry for help. Then we call to
mind that we are not Satan’s servants any longer.
We have submitted ourselves to God, and
therefore He accepts us as His servants. So we can
say with the Psalmist, “O Lord, truly I am Thy
servant; I am Thy servant, and the son of Thine
handmaid; Thou hast loosed my bonds.” Psalm
116:16. But the fact that God has loosed the
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bonds that Satan had thrown around us—and he
has done this if we believe that He has—is
evidence that God will protect us, for He cares for
His own, and we have the assurance that He that
has begun a good work in us “will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6. And in
this confidence we are strong to resist.
Again, if we have yielded ourselves to be
servants of God we are His servants, or, in other
words, are instruments of righteousness in His
hands. … Our volition lies in choosing whether or
not we will let Him work in us that which is good.
This idea of being instruments in the hands of
God is a wonderful aid to the victory of faith
when it is once fully grasped. For, notice, what an
instrument will do depends entirely upon the
person in whose hands it is.”
IBID., 105-106

Notice Waggoner’s continual emphasis on yielding to
Christ for victory. This truth is simple, but elusive. Waggoner
emphasized this when he wrote that this truth “is a wonderful
aid to the victory of faith when it is once fully grasped.” Our
problem is that we have not “fully grasped” it. Those ready to
meet Jesus will have fully grasped and experienced it to such a
degree that Jesus will be living out His life in them fully.
Waggoner went on to summarize the steps for victory over
temptation and sin:

“The whole secret of overcoming, then, lies in first
wholly yielding to God, with a sincere desire to do
His will; next, in knowing that in our yielding He
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accepts us as His servants; and then, in retaining
that submission to Him, and leaving ourselves in
His hands. Often victory can be gained only by
repeating again and again, ‘O Lord, truly I am Thy
servant; I am Thy servant, and the son of Thine
handmaid; Thou hast loosed my bonds.’ This is
simply an emphatic way of saying, “O Lord, I have
yielded myself unto Thy hands as an instrument
of righteousness; let Thy will be done, and not the
dictates of the flesh.’ But when we can realize the
force of that scripture and feel indeed that we are
servants of God, immediately will come the
thought, ‘Well, if I am indeed an instrument in the
hands of God, He cannot use me to do evil with,
nor can He permit me to do evil as long as I
remain in His hands. He must keep me if I am
kept from evil, because I cannot keep myself. But
he wants to keep me from evil, for He has shown
His desire, and also His power to fulfill His desire,
in giving Himself for me. Therefore I shall be kept
from this evil.’ All these thoughts may pass
through the mind instantly; and then with them
must necessarily come a feeling of gladness that
we shall be kept from the dreaded evil. That
gladness naturally finds expression in
thanksgiving to God, and while we are thanking
God the enemy retires with his temptation, and
the peace of God fills the heart. Then we find that
the joy in believing far outweighs all the joy that
comes from indulgence in sin.”
IBID.
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Here again we see that Waggoner emphasized our 100
percent dependence on God for the victory—not looking to our
own strength. The key is in yielding ourselves into the hand of
God and depending on Him for the victory. We are simply
instruments in His hand.
A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner were in agreement
concerning the victory the believer can have in Christ. In the
September 1, 1896, Review and Herald, A. T. Jones wrote:

“It can never be repeated too often, that under the
reign of grace it is just as easy to do right, as under
the reign of sin it is easy to do wrong. This must be
so; for if there is no more power in grace than
there is in sin, then there can be no salvation from
sin. … But grace is not simply more powerful than
sin … This, as good as it would be, is not all. …
There is much more power in grace than there is
in sin. For ‘where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.’ … Let no one ever attempt to serve
God with anything but the present, living power
of God, that makes him a new creature; with
nothing but the much more abundant grace that
condemns sin in the flesh, and reigns through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord. Then the service of God will indeed be ‘in
newness of life;’ then it will be found that his yoke
is indeed ‘easy’ and his burden ‘light;’ then his
service will be found indeed to be with ‘joy
unspeakable and full of glory.’
Note the key points of Jones’s statement:
When grace reigns in us, it is easy to obey God. This
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has been the theme of this book. When we
understand how to let Christ live out His life in us,
there is no struggle with temptation. Why? We get
the victory through letting Christ give us the
victory, not by struggling with the temptation.
Jones admonished us, “Let no one ever attempt to
serve God with anything but the present, living
power of God . . .” We receive the “present, living
power of God” by daily receiving the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. This is why it is essential that we
understand and experience the Spirit’s infilling.
Without this, we have no power for victory or
service.
Righteousness will reign in us “by Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Jesus lives in us through the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. His righteousness will be “imparted” to
us, not just “imputed” to our account, as we learn
how to let Him live out His life in us. Then we will
not “let sin reign in our mortal body” or “obey it in
the lusts thereof.” (Romans 6:12)
THE 1888 MESSAGE

The 1888 message was a message of righteousness by faith. It
called God’s people to look to Christ for pardon, complete justi‐
fication, and full sanctified obedience to God’s law through
Christ’s power. The believer was to have Christ’s righteousness
imputed to their account and declared righteous by God. Also,
believers were to have Christ’s righteousness imparted to their
daily lives as they learned how to let Christ live out His life in
them. The early-rain baptism of the Holy Spirit would do its
work in preparation for the latter rain of the Spirit.
As you come to understand and experience this blessed
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truth of righteousness by faith, you will be allowing Jesus to live
out His life in you every moment of every day. The victory is
His. You are simply choosing to let Him manifest His virtues in
and through you. That is your part—to choose, to give your will
to God concerning a particular temptation. Yet, you are always
free to not make that choice and focus on the temptation. When
that happens, the sinful desire is conceived and will bring forth
the sin (James 1:14-15).
VICTORY OVER BITTERNESS

Perhaps someone has hurt you deeply. Sometimes in such situa‐
tions we can experience what I call a “dark pleasure” by holding
onto the anger and choosing not to forgive him or her. We feel
that he or she don’t deserve to be forgiven for the terrible thing
he or she did to us. However, the Christian knows that God
commands us to forgive those who have wronged us (Mark
11:25-26), and to love them (Matthew 5:44). It is for our own
good that we forgive. Holding onto anger, and not forgiving
someone is like taking poison and waiting for the person we are
angry at to die. Anger, bitterness, and lack of forgiveness will
ultimately destroy us spiritually, emotionally, and physically.
Because of our sinful nature, the reality is that we are
unable to forgive and love our enemies. We may do it intellectu‐
ally, but our pride and selfishness will not allow us to forgive
from the heart. In these cases, the same principle of deliverance
must be followed. Jesus got the victory over the temptation not
to forgive and His victory can be ours. Jesus was also victorious
over the temptation not to love those who abused Him. This
victory can also be ours as well.
How can we allow Jesus to live out in our lives forgiveness
and love toward someone who has hurt us deeply? Let’s use the
example of a person named Jim who has hurt you. You can
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simply say, “Lord, I am a sinner and cannot forgive Jim or love
him. So I give up trying. I ask You to manifest Your forgiveness
and love toward Jim through me. I trust You, and rest in the fact
that You are doing this right now. Thank You Lord for the
forgiveness and love you are manifesting in me at this very
moment.”
If you do this, you will experience Jesus’s forgiveness and
love in your heart. This will happen without any struggle to gain
the victory. Remember, the victory was already gained by
Christ’s perfect life and death on the cross. You simply have to
choose to allow Jesus to manifest His victory in and through
you, and believe that He will. I can also say from experience
that you will feel the compassion of Jesus for the person you are
asking Him to forgive and love through you. You will feel within
yourself the desire to pray for him or her and perhaps even with
tears. In this manner, Jesus’s character, love, and virtues become
an integral part of your life.
In the case of forgiving someone who has hurt you deeply
you may have to follow the instruction in the previous para‐
graph whenever that person comes to your mind. Also, it is
essential you not think about or talk about what they did to you.
It may take some time for the full forgiveness and love of Jesus
to manifest in your heart toward that person. However, if you
continue to look to Jesus for His victory to be manifest in your
life it will happen. You will come to the point that whenever
you think of that person or saw them you would feel no
animosity toward them, and if you heard that something bad
happened to them you would feel sad for them.
Choose and believe—that is the Christian’s part in obtaining
the victory over every temptation and sin. Choosing means we
give God our will on any given temptation. Where most Chris‐
tians err is that they think giving God their will means they are
to also exert their “will power” in order to obey. We are to give
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our will and let God provide the power by Christ living in us,
and manifesting His righteousness in and through us. We have a
“will,” but we don’t have the “power” in and of ourselves to be
victorious.
THORNS IN THE FLESH

This truth is presented when Paul describes his struggle with
the “thorn” in his flesh.

“And lest I should be exalted above measure
through the abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger
of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted
above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord
thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore
I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I
strong.”
2 CORINTHIANS 12:7-10

Many things can be thorns in the flesh. Paul lists some of
his; infirmities, reproaches, necessities, persecutions, distresses.
Paul prayed for God to remove his thorn. God said no. Why?
God’s grace was all Paul needed in order to deal with the thorn.
God also gave a very important truth when He said, “My
strength is made perfect in weakness.” The weaker we know
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ourselves to be and the sooner we stop trying to exert our puny
strength to overcome a thorny temptation in our lives, the sooner
we will begin experiencing God’s mighty power in our lives.
Our own exertion of effort to overcome a temptation actually
gets in the way of God’s power to deliver. You see, when we do
that we are looking to our strength and ability to overcome even
though we think we are also depending on God to “help” us.
God wants to do much more than “help” us. He is the victory.
Christ is our deliverance from temptation. When we back away
from such efforts and get ourselves out of the way, then Christ
can begin manifesting Himself in and through us. You have
probably heard the saying, “Let go, and let God.” This is what
that saying means.
The prophet Isaiah understood the importance of recog‐
nizing our utter weakness in order to experience God’s power.

“He giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might he increaseth strength.”
ISAIAH 40:29

E. J. Waggoner described the futility of the sinners’ efforts
to obey God.

“We have heard many people tell how hard they
found it to do right; their Christian life was most
unsatisfactory to them, being marked only by
failure, and they were tempted to give up in
discouragement. No wonder they get discouraged:
continual failure is enough to discourage anybody.
The bravest soldier in the world would become
faint-hearted if he had been defeated in every
battle. Sometimes these persons will mournfully
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tell that they have lost confidence in themselves.
Poor soul, if they would only lose confidence in
themselves entirely, and would put their whole
trust in the one who is mighty to save, they would
have a different story to tell. They would then ‘joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Says the
apostle, ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I
say, Rejoice.’ Philippians 4:4. The man who
doesn’t rejoice in God, even though tempted and
afflicted, is not fighting the good fight of faith. He
is fighting the poor fight of self-confidence and
defeat.”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 2 - 3

How clearly Waggoner stated the truth of those who
struggle for victory, “Sometimes these persons will mournfully
tell that they have lost confidence in themselves. Poor soul, if
they would only lose confidence in themselves entirely, and
would put their whole trust in the one who is mighty to save,
they would have a different story to tell.” Yes, lose confidence in
yourself!!! Yes, put your whole trust in Jesus!!!
This is why the Lord will leave some thorns of temptation in
your life. I am sure you have prayed for God to remove these
thorns of besetting sins. They have brought such discourage‐
ment and defeat in your life. However, God leaves them
because He wants you to learn the lesson that His strength is
made perfect in your weakness. When you begin experiencing
Christ’s deliverance in you, then you along with Paul will
declare:

“Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon
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me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong.”
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9-10

THANK YOU FOR THE THORNS!

You will come to the point that you actually thank God for the
thorns in your life. Why? It is because of them that you experi‐
ence the amazing delivering power of Christ. Because of them,
Christ has become even more precious to you. You have found
Him giving you ever-present victories over your temptations,
and praises of Him fill your heart.
You also rejoice in the thorns because they are opportunities
for God’s glory to shine forth through you as Christ manifests
His righteous life in and through you. They are opportunities
for you to become more and more like Christ in those areas of
your life as He manifests Himself more and more in your life.
James addressed this when he wrote:

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
diverse temptations; knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience [endurance]. But
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”
JAMES 1:2-4

You will then experience what Paul describes “as sorrowful,
yet always rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:10). Even in the midst of
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the most difficult circumstances you will be able to rejoice
because Jesus will manifest Himself in you. Your faith in Christ
develops an endurance that will lead to Christ manifesting
Himself in you fully.
CHRIST MANIFEST IN THE FLESH

You are the temple of God, and it is His desire to “dwell in you
and walk in you” (2 Corinthians 6:16). Jesus wants to live out
His life in you. He wants to manifest all His righteous virtues,
character, and obedience in and through you. If you choose to
turn from your temptations and trust Him to manifest Himself,
He will. In fact, Christ will become so much a part of your
mind, body, and soul that He, through you, will be once again
manifest in the flesh—in your flesh. Ellen White described this
experience.

“All true obedience comes from the heart. It was
heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He
will so identify Himself with our thoughts and
aims, so blend our hearts and minds into
conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we
shall be but carrying out our own impulses. The
will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest
delight in doing His service. When we know God,
as it is our privilege to know Him, our lives will be
a life of continual obedience. Through an
appreciation of the character of Christ, through
communion with God, sin will become hateful to
us.” (emphasis added)
Desire of Ages, 668
These words describe those who are ready to meet Jesus
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when He returns. When obeying Him, they will be simply
carrying out their own impulses because Christ is fully manifest
in and through them. Their lives will be a life of continual
obedience because they allow Christ to live out His life in them
continually. This is the high and holy calling God is giving to
you today.
This is not a call to try harder or put forth more effort to
obey. It is a call to be filled with His Spirit, choose to obey Him
in all things, and let Christ manifest His righteous obedience in
and through you. When you say yes to His call and learn how to
let Christ live out His life in you, your Christian life will no
longer be a burden. As recorded in the gospel of Matthew,
Christ offered:

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your soul. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
MATTHEW 11:28-30

Referring to those who seek to serve God, Ellen White
wrote:

“The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their
command. Christ gives them the breath of His
own Spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy
Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in
heart and mind.”
TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH, VOL.
6, 306
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Here we are told that the believer has Christ’s very life
through the Holy Spirit’s presence, and that the Spirit brings
about marvelous changes in the heart and mind of the believer.
E. J. Waggoner clearly taught the same thing:

“This endless, spotless life Christ gives to all who
believe on Him… Christ dwells in the hearts of all
those who believe on Him…
Christ, the light of the world, dwelling I the
hearts of his followers, constitutes them the light
of the world. Their light comes not from
themselves, but from Christ, who dwells in them.
Their lives are not from themselves; but it is the
life of Christ manifest in their mortal flesh. See 2
Corinthians 4:11. This is what it is to live ‘a
Christian life.’”
LESSONS ON FAITH, 66

In another place, Ellen White explained the amazing
miracle of transformation further.

“When His words of instruction have been
received, and have taken possession of us, Jesus is
to us an abiding presence, controlling our
thoughts, and ideas and actions . . . It is no more
we that live, but Christ that liveth in us, and he is
the hope of glory. Self is dead, but Christ is a
living Saviour.”
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, 389
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Ellen White was very clear on the matter. She clearly stated
that it is Jesus’ abiding presence that controls our thoughts,
ideas, and actions. If we choose to believe that He will do this
and believe our sinful nature’s power over us is dead, then
Christ will most definitely live out His life in us. It is just that
simple!
As this process continues in believers’ lives who, for exam‐
ple, previously had impure thoughts whenever he saw a woman,
especially if she was scantily dressed, will now have only pure
thoughts when he sees such a woman. In situations where anger
would have arisen in the past, there is no anger now. Where
certain unhealthy foods would have triggered a craving, now
there is no craving. These are examples as to how much Christ
will be manifested in those who choose to let Him do so. The
power of the sinful nature will be totally subdued, and Christ’s
sinless nature will be totally dominant in the life.
However, it is important to remember this is a process. Such
dramatic changes don’t usually happen instantly. We must daily
grow in the experience of letting Christ live out His life in us.
Concerning the process of Christ being formed in the life of the
believer he wrote: “My little children, of whom I travail in birth
again until Christ be formed in you,” Galatians 4:19 (emphasis
added).
A. T. Jones wrote of this in the following way:

“This [growing up into Christ in all things] is to be
accomplished in you and me by growth; but there
can be no growth where there is no life. This is
growth in the knowledge of God, growth in the
wisdom of God, growth in the character of God,
growth in God; therefore, it can be only by the life
of God.”
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LESSONS ON FAITH, 148

BE ENLIGHTENED

In short, whatever attitudes or behavior the Lord asks us to
exhibit, He will manifest in and through us if we choose to let
Him and believe He will. This requires us to be aware of the
attitudes and behaviors God wants us to exhibit. We find this
instruction in the Word of God.
God’s standard is high, so high that it is impossible for us to
meet it. This standard will be met only as Christ lives out this
standard through us. Paul actually points this out in his letter to
the Romans.

“For what the law was powerless to do in that it
was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man
to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in
sinful man, in order that the righteous
requirements of the law might be fully met in us,
who do not live according to the sinful nature but
according to the Spirit.”
ROMANS 8:3-4 NIV

In these verses, Paul shared with us that it is impossible for
sinful mankind to fulfill the righteous requirements of God’s
law. However, because Christ came in the flesh, obeyed the law
perfectly, and fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the law,
He condemned sin breaking its power. Therefore, through
Christ the “righteous requirements of the law” can be “fully met
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in us” who do not yield to our sinful natures, but allow the Spirit
to manifest obedience in us.
NEW-COVENANT PROMISE

Today’s devotional presents how God fulfills the new-covenant
promise. In the new covenant, God says He will write His law
on our hearts and in our minds (Hebrews 8:8-10). Our part is to
choose to allow Him to do it. God foretold through the prophet
Ezekiel that He would do this.

“Then I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and
ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness and from
all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments, and do them.”
EZEKIEL 36:25-27

The New Testament confirms this promise in texts such as
the following:

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you, will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6
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Note that it is God who “performs” this work. Paul presents
this same truth in his first letter to the Thessalonians.

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth
you, who also will do it.”
1 THESSALONIANS 5:23-24

Again, Paul was clear; God does the sanctifying. Our part is
to choose to allow Him to perform that work within our spirit,
soul, and body.
LIGHTEN UP

All Christians who are not experiencing deliverance from temp‐
tation through Christ, but are trying to do it through their own
efforts by asking God to add His power to their efforts are not
experiencing the “light burden” Jesus referenced in Matthew
11:28-29. Instead, their lives are weighed down with frustra‐
tion, bewilderment, and feelings of defeat. Jesus calls us to come
to Him with this burden. If you learn how to do that, you will
find “rest,” and your walk with the Lord will become much “eas‐
ier” and “lighter” because Jesus is giving you His victory, and
you are resting in Him for the victory.
Before I came to personally understand and experience the
reality of abiding in Christ and allowing Him to manifest
Himself in and through me, I did not understand these words of
Christ. For me the Christian life was a burden and obedience
was not easy. Once I came to understand and experience
Christ’s abiding presence, only then did I find His words to be
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true—”My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” He offers the
same abiding experience to all who believe in Him.
STAY IN TOUCH

This kind of victory in Christ requires us to be in moment-bymoment communion with Him. Remember that David wrote, “I
have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right
hand, I shall not be moved” (Psalm 16:8). David knew the
necessity of the Lord being “always before him.” We must not
let our communion with Jesus be broken.
We can also see that the victory Jesus offers us requires a
moment-by-moment surrender to Him. Whenever a temptation
comes we must surrender it to Him no matter how much we
have enjoyed yielding to it in the past. Complete 100 percent
surrender is the only way to complete 100 percent victory.
Ellen White wrote of the necessity of moment-by-moment
communion and surrender with the words:

“We may leave off many bad habits, for the time
we may part company with Satan; but without a
vital connection with God, through the surrender
of ourselves to him moment-by-moment we shall
be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance
with Christ, and a continual communion, we are
at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his
bidding in the end.”
DESIRE OF AGES, 324

Daily receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit is also essen‐
tial for our communion with Christ to remain unbroken. Ellen
White confirmed this when she wrote:
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“We must have a living connection with God. We
must be clothed with power from on high by the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, that we may reach a
higher standard; for there is help for us in no
other way.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, APRIL 5, 1892

We are clearly told that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is
what gives us a “living connection” with God. We are also told
that the Spirit’s infilling is absolutely necessary for this to
happen. As she stated, “There is help for us in no other way …”
CHRIST—OUR ONLY HOPE

The message of righteousness by faith was a message of hope, a
message of victory, a message that lifted up Jesus. It taught Jesus
as our only hope of victory and being ready for His glorious
return.
I personally believe the Lord is reissuing this message to His
people. May we not repeat the experience of those who have
gone before us. May we earnestly seek the Lord for a clear
understanding of the message, asking Him to lead us into the
fullness of Christ living in us and manifesting His
righteousness.
The generation to which that message was given failed to
receive it. It appears that several generations following them
also failed to receive it. I challenge today’s generation not to
follow their sad example. May we take seriously God’s call to be
filled with His Spirit and experience the full manifestation of
Christ in our lives and service for Him. This is why our Lord is
waiting for us.
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“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation of Himself in His church. When
the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will come to
claim them as His own.”
CHRIST’S OBJECT LESSONS, 69

Christ is waiting for the manifestation of Himself in His
people. He is not waiting for them to simply become “like” Him.
No, He is waiting for He Himself to be manifested and seen.
He is also waiting for His character to be “perfectly repro‐
duced” in His people. He is not waiting for us to reproduce His
character within ourselves for Him. No, He is waiting for us to
allow Him to reproduce His character in us by living out His
righteousness in us. These things can only happen as we under‐
stand and experience the message of righteousness by faith
presented in 1888.
Waggoner described this experience as follows:

“Here is the secret of strength. It is Christ, the Son
of God, the one to whom all power in Heaven and
earth is given, who does the work. If he lives in the
heart to do the work, is it boasting to say that
continual victories may be gained? Yes, it is
boasting; but it is boasting in the Lord, and that is
allowable.”
LESSON ON FAITH, 4

Once you discover this amazing truth of experiencing
Christ’s righteousness your life will never be the same again.
Your life will be filled with joy and peace. You will see victories
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previously thought impossible to attain. Jesus will be everything
to you. You will know from experience what Paul meant when
he wrote, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does the apostle Paul and A.T. Jones describe
the impossibility of even the Christian living an
obedient life by their own efforts even if they ask
God to help them?
2. How much like Jesus will those be who are ready to
meet Jesus when He returns?
3. Why is understanding and experiencing the daily
baptism of the Holy Spirit necessary for victory in
one’s life?
4. Describe in your own words how to let Christ, Who
lives in you through the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
give you His victory over a temptation.
5. Why does God sometimes leave the particular
“thorn” of temptation in one’s life?
6. What did God mean when He told Paul, “My
strength is made perfect in weakness”?
7. Why would a Christian thank God for the “thorns”?
8. What role does the Bible play in the Christian’s
victory over temptation?
9. What kind of “prayer connection” must the
Christian have with Christ in order to live the
victorious life over temptation?
10. According to Christ’s Object Lessons, page 69,
what is Christ waiting for before He returns?
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PRAYER FOCUS

Pray For:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and the church
God to lead the church to understand and
experience complete victory over temptation
through faith in Christ’s righteous obedience in
your life
Those on your prayer list

DAY EIGHT
RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH
AND THE THIRD ANGEL’S
MESSAGE

W

hen the message of righteousness by faith was
presented at the 1888 General Conference
Session by Jones and Waggoner, many in leader‐
ship believed its acceptance and emphasis would lead our
denomination away from fulfilling the mission God had given us
and from preaching the third angel’s message. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church had been raised up by the Lord to give the
last-warning message to the world. We were called to uplift
God’s Ten Commandments, including the seventh-day Sabbath
of the fourth commandment. This commission involved
warning the world of Satan’s plan to lead men and women away
from God’s commandments and to accept his counterfeit day of
worship (Revelation 13).
RESPONSES TO THE MESSAGE

The denominational leadership took this mission very seriously.
Many had been in the work for many years and thought they
knew well what this mission involved. When Jones and
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Waggoner presented their messages on righteousness by faith,
the denominational leadership didn’t see where this teaching fit
into the mission the Lord had given us. They even deemed it to
be dangerous.
A well-known denominational leader and General Confer‐
ence president, Arthur G. Daniels, was asked by the Ministerial
Association Advisory Council in 1924 to “arrange for a compila‐
tion of the writings of Mrs. E. G. White on the subject of justifi‐
cation by faith.” (Christ Our Righteousness, 5) The result of
Daniel’s work was the book, Christ Our Righteousness. In that
book, he wrote what he believed took place when Jones and
Waggoner presented the message of righteousness by faith. He
divided the response into three classes.

Class 1—Those who saw great light in it and
gladly accepted it; who believed it to be a most
essential phase of the gospel, and felt that it
should be given great emphasis in all efforts to
save the lost. To this class the message appeared to
be the real secret of a victorious life in the conflict
with sin, and that the great truth of being made
righteous by faith in the Son of God was the most
pressing need of the remnant church in preparing
for translation at the second advent.
Class 2—There were some, however, who felt
uncertain about the “new teaching,” as they
termed it. They seemed unable to grasp it. They
could not reach a conclusion. As a result, their
minds were thrown into a state of perplexity and
confusion. They neither accepted nor rejected the
message at the time.
Class 3—But there were others who were
decidedly opposed to the presentation of the
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message. They claimed that the truth of
righteousness by faith had been recognized by our
people from the very first, and this was true
theoretically. For this reason they saw no occasion
for placing such great stress and emphasis upon
the subject as was being done by its advocates.
Furthermore, they feared that the emphasis placed
upon this theme of righteousness by faith would
cast a shadow upon the doctrines that had been
given such prominence from the beginning of our
denominational history; and since they looked
upon the preaching of those distinctive doctrines
as the secret of the power and growth of the
movement, they were fearful that if these
doctrines were overshadowed by any teaching or
message whatsoever, our cause would lose its
distinctive character and force. Because of these
fears, they felt in duty bound to safeguard both
cause and people by decided opposition.
CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 41-42

ELLEN WHITE’S VIEW

Ellen White supported the views of the first class mentioned in
Daniel’s representation of the three classes. Moreover, she was
very strong in her counsel to those who rejected it:

Some have turned from the message of the
righteousness of Christ to criticize the men… The
third angel's message will not be comprehended,
the light which will lighten the earth with its glory
will be called a false light, by those who refuse to
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walk in its advancing glory. The work that might
have been done, will be left undone by the
rejecters of truth, because of their unbelief. We
entreat of you who oppose the light of truth, to
stand out of the way of God's people. Let Heavensent light shine forth upon them in clear and
steady rays. God holds you to whom this light has
come, responsible for the use you make of it.
Those who will not hear will be held responsible;
for the truth has been brought within their reach,
but they despised their opportunities and
privileges.
REVIEW AND HERALD, MAY 27, 1890

She had been a part of the advent movement since its begin‐
ning and saw no danger in this message taking the people away
from the mission the Lord had given to this church; to preach
the third angel’s message. She addressed this concern in the
following statement.

Several have written to me, inquiring if the
message of justification by faith is the third angel's
message, and I have answered, “It is the third
angel's message in verity.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, APRIL 1, 1890
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HOW ARE RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH AND THE THIRD ANGEL’S
MESSAGE RELATED?

Some may still ask the same question today, “What does the
message of righteousness by faith have to do with the third
angel’s message?”
I would begin by asking, “What is the purpose of the third
angel’s message?” The third angel’s message calls men and
women to obedience of God’s commandments, including the
fourth commandment admonishing mankind to keep holy the
seventh-day Sabbath. The message includes a warning to all
who turn from God and receive the “mark of the beast,” which
is Satan’s counterfeit day of worship. Those who receive the
mark of the beast will experience the seven last plagues and be
lost. (see Revelation 14:9-10)
The next question I would ask is, “What is the purpose of
the message of righteousness by faith in Christ?” The answer is:
the message of righteousness by faith leads men and women to
obedience of God’s commandments as they in faith allow Christ
to live out His life of righteous obedience to God’s law in and
through them. Righteousness by faith leads to keeping God’s
commandments. As we have seen, this happens not by man’s
efforts but by faith in Christ to manifest His commandment
keeping in our lives.
Ellen White understood this when she wrote:

“The Lord in His great mercy sent a most
precious message to His people through Elders
Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring
more prominently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. It presented justification through faith in
the Surety; it invited the people to receive the
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righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of God.”
(emphasis added)
TESTIMONY TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, 91-92

She knew that reception of the message of righteousness by
faith would lead to “obedience to all the commandments of
God.” Therefore, the message of righteousness by faith in Christ
and the third angel’s message are proclaimed to achieve the
same goal—obedience to God’s commandments.
Ellen White also associated the message of righteousness by
faith with the “loud cry” and the outpouring of the latter rain of
the Holy Spirit. She wrote:

This is the message that God commanded to be
given to the world. It is the third angel's message,
which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice [loud
cry], and attended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure [latter rain].
IBID.

A MESSAGE THAT PREPARES BELIEVERS AND GLORIFIES
CHRIST

It should be clear then that the message of righteousness by faith
must be proclaimed to the world as we present the third angel’s
message. This is necessary for the full gospel of a delivering
Savior to be proclaimed and prepare a people for Christ’s second
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coming. For it is only as individuals understand and experience
righteousness by faith in Christ alone that they will be able to
live without a mediator when judgment ceases, remain faithful
to God through the time of trouble, and stand in the presence of
Christ in all His glory at His return and not be consumed.
It is only as righteousness by faith is understood and experi‐
enced that Jude’s words will be true for us.

Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and for
ever. Amen.
JUDE 24-25

Therefore, since the Seventh-day Adventist Church was
raised up by God to give the last-warning message to the world
in preparation for Christ’s second coming, it is essential the
message of righteousness by faith be an integral part of our
teaching and preaching. Our proclaiming only the warning of
Revelation 14:9-11 will present prophetic facts of coming
events. However, that alone will not give the hearers what they
need in order to be ready for those final events.
The message of righteousness by faith must also be
proclaimed so all who hear the last-warning message will learn
how to let Christ live out His commandment-keeping in and
through them. Otherwise the obedience of those who accept the
message will actually become legalism, seeking to keep God’s
commandments through their own efforts, which is a merito‐
rious obedience. When righteousness by faith is understood and
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experienced, Christ is actually doing the obedience in the life.
Therefore, Christ alone gets the glory.

That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption: That, according as
it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord.
1 CORINTHIANS 1:29-31

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Describe the three different responses of those who
heard the righteousness by faith message given at
the 1888 General Conference Session by Jones and
Waggoner.
2. Why were some who heard the message fearful
of it?
3. What did Ellen White say was the relationship
between the third angel’s message and the message
of righteousness by faith?
4. Describe why and how the third angel’s message
and the message of righteousness by faith are closely
related.
5. What message did Ellen White say would be part of
the “loud cry” and accompanied by the latter rain of
the Spirit?
6. Why is it essential that the message of righteousness
by faith be understood and experienced by all who
are living on earth when Christ’s mediator work is
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complete, and the time of trouble comes upon
this earth?
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray For:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and the church
God to lead you and the church to understand and
experience righteousness by faith in preparation for
God’s last-day message to be given in the “loud cry”
accompanied by the latter rain of the Spirit
Those on your prayer list
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DAY NINE
THE 1888 MESSAGE AND THE
LAST GENERATION

S

eventh-day Adventists have always had what might be
called a “last-generation theology.” This theology
teaches that the last generation of Christians that are
living when Jesus comes will need to have developed a relation‐
ship with Christ as no other generation before them. This will
be necessary because they will have to be faithful to God
through the time of trouble (Revelation 13:12, 15), live in the
presence of God without a mediator (Daniel 12:1), and stand in
the presence of Christ in all His glory at His return (Jude 24)
and not be consumed while all other inhabitants of earth will be
destroyed by the brightness of His coming (2 Thessalonians
2:8).
It is only those who understand and experience the 1888
message of righteousness by faith that will be able to endure
these final events successfully.
JONES AND WAGGONER’S UNDERSTANDING

Jones and Waggoner understood this. In the following state‐
ment A. T. Jones quoted Revelation 10:7, which states that
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when the seventh angel begins to sound, the “mystery of God”
will be finished. Then he wrote:

But what is the mystery of God? “Christ in you,
the hope of glory. God… manifest in the flesh.”
Then in these days that mystery is to be finished
in one hundred and forth-four thousand people.
God’s work in human flesh. God being manifested
in human flesh, in you and me, is to be finished.
His work upon you and me is to be finished. We
are to be perfected in Jesus Christ. By the Spirit
we are to come unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.
LESSONS ON FAITH, 150

THE NECESSITY OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

As we have seen, the work of the Holy Spirit is essential in
Christ manifesting Himself in His people. Christ lives in His
children most fully through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary for the last generation of
believers to understand and experience the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Of this, Ellen White wrote:

Nothing but the baptism of the Holy Spirit can
bring up the church to its right position, and
prepare the people of God for the fast
approaching conflict.
MANUSCRIPT RELEASES, VOL. 2, 30
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She was very clear that receiving the baptism of the Holy
Spirit is our only hope of being faithful to God during earth’s
final conflict.
THE DANGEROUS CONDITION OF THE CHURCH

According to the book of Revelation, the church is in a
dangerous condition today (Revelation 3:14-21). She is
described by God as being “lukewarm.” If her condition doesn’t
change, she will be rejected by God, “spewed” out of his mouth.
Therefore, before Jesus returns, the church must go through a
major spiritual transformation. She must experience genuine
revival and reformation. Ellen White understood this great
need when she wrote:

A revival of true godliness among us is our greatest
and most urgent of all our needs. To seek this
should be our first work.
SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 1, 121

Two things are necessary for revival to take place. They
are prayer and the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
God’s people. Ellen White indicated this in the following
statements.

A revival need be expected only in answer to
prayer.
SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 1, 121

The baptism of the Holy Ghost as on the day of
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Pentecost will lead to a revival of true religion and
the performance of many wonderful works.
SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 2, 57

As God’s people personally experience the daily baptism of
the Holy Spirit, Jesus will be living in them. He will begin to
manifest Himself in their lives. It is essential they understand
and experience righteousness by faith in order to understand
how to let Jesus live out His life of victory over every temptation
and sin in their lives. For this last generation must be living a life
of complete victory over all temptation and sin. Although this is
impossible in their own strength, as they learn how to let Christ
live out His victory in them, they will have their own experience
of victory.
A TIME OF PURIFICATION

Before the final events, a purifying work will take place in the
hearts and lives of God’s children who respond to God’s call to
be part of that last generation. In commenting on the prophet
Malachi’s reference to this time of purification (Malachi 3:1-4),
Ellen White wrote:

Says the prophet: “Who may abide the day of his
coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth?
for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap;
and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto
the Lord an offering in righteousness.” [MAL. 3:2,
3.] Those who are living upon the earth when the
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intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary
above, are to stand in the sight of a holy God
without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless,
their characters must be purified from sin by the
blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God
and their own diligent effort, they must be
conquerors in the battle with evil. While the
investigative Judgment is going forward in
Heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are
being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a
special work of purification, of putting away of sin,
among God's people upon earth. This work is
more clearly presented in the messages of
Revelation 14.
When this work shall have been
accomplished, the followers of Christ will be
ready for his appearing. “Then shall the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord,
as in the days of old, and as in former years.”
[MAL. 3:4.] Then the church which our Lord at
his coming is to receive to himself will be “a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing.” [EPH. 5:27.] Then she will look
forth “as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as
the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.”
THE GREAT CONTROVERSY, 425

Notice several very important points in this statement. The
prophet Malachi foretold of a time just prior to Christ’s second
coming when a great refining process would take place among
God’s people. This purifying process will cause God’s children
to have spotless characters. They will have been conquerors
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over every temptation and sin in their lives. Ellen White wrote
of this experience:

Christ is waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation of Himself in His church. When
the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will come to
claim them as His own.
CHRIST’S OBJECT LESSONS, 69

Note also, that Ellen White says the character of Christ will
be “perfectly reproduced in His people.” This is not justifica‐
tion only where Christ’s righteousness is imputed to the sinner.
She refers here to Christ’s perfect character being imparted to
His people. Christ will be fully and perfectly manifesting His
character in and through them. This happens only as they expe‐
rience righteousness by faith in Christ alone. Also, it is the only
way they can live in the sight of a holy God without a mediator.
When Ellen White referred to this purification process
happening “through the grace of God and their own diligent
effort,” she referenced to the diligent watchfulness they have
practiced in order to allow Christ to shine out in their lives at
every point of temptation. They have been putting forth diligent
effort in studying God’s Word so they can be very aware of
God’s will in their lives. They have also been diligent in keeping
a moment-by-moment communion with their Lord and main‐
taining meaningful personal prayer time(s) with God every day.
When besetting sins try to control them they willing submit
their will and sinful desires to Christ; a struggle similar to
Christ’s in the Garden of Gethsemane when He prayed, “Not
my will, but thine be done,” when the trial before him seemed
too difficult to surrender and go through.
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These verses in Malachi are followed by God’s warning of
judgment.

And I will come near to you to judgment; and I
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and
against the adulterers, and against false swearers,
and against those that oppress the hireling in his
wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not
me, saith the LORD of hosts.
MALACHI 3:5

This judgment of the living takes place just before Christ’s
work as our mediator ends and Jesus returns. We must have
experienced the purification in verses one through four in order
to be judged righteous. Since we can only be righteous in
Christ, it is absolutely necessary for us to understand and expe‐
rience righteousness by faith in Christ to the fullest extent in
our lives; both justifying and sanctifying righteousness. Only
then will we be able to offer an “offering in righteousness” to the
Lord, which is acceptable; Christ’s righteousness.
A TIME WITHOUT SIN

Also, when Christ is no longer mediating as our high priest, we
must have attained a condition of complete victory over all sin
in our lives. We will not be living in any known sin. We will not
be sinning in thought, word, or deed. Christ will be fully mani‐
festing Himself in and through our lives. In relation to this Ellen
White wrote:
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“The prince of this world cometh,” said Jesus,
“and hath nothing in Me.” John 14:30. There was
in Him nothing that responded to Satan’s
sophistry. He did not consent to sin. Not even by a
thought did He yield to temptation. So it may be
with us.
DESIRE OF AGES, 123

This must be the experience of those who are ready to meet
Jesus since they will no longer have the mediatory intercession
of Christ to turn to if they sin. That may sound like an impossi‐
bility; yet, it is true. The 1888 message of righteousness by faith
was all about how to experience that level of obedience to God;
through the power of the Spirit within and faith in Christ’s
righteousness.
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans
8:1-4)
GET READY FOR THE LATTER RAIN

The victory over temptation and sin must happen in our lives
under the early-rain baptism power of the Holy Spirit. If this
does not happen, the latter rain of the Spirit will be of no benefit
to us. Ellen White wrote:

116

DENNIS SMITH

I saw that many were neglecting the preparation
so needful, and were looking to the time of
‘refreshing’ and the ‘latter rain’ to fit them to stand
in the day of the Lord, and to live in His sight. Oh,
how many I saw in the time of trouble without a
shelter! They had neglected the needful
preparation; therefore they could not receive the
refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in
the sight of a holy God.
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE AND
TEACHINGS OF ELLEN WHITE, 112

It is a deception of Satan if we think that we do not have to
take seriously the sin problem in our lives. Ellen White
confirmed this with the words:

I saw that none could share the “refreshing” [latter
rain] unless they obtained the victory over every
besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the
world, and over every wrong word and action.
IBID., 113

The early or former rain of the Spirit, which is the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, gives us the spiritual maturity required in
order to benefit from the latter rain.

The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents
the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the
coming of the Son of man. But unless the former
rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green
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blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers
have done their work, the latter rain can bring no
seed to perfection.
THE FAITH I LIVE BY, 333

Full spiritual growth under the early-rain baptism of the
Spirit is necessary for us to even be able to recognize the latter
rain of the Spirit when it is falling.

Unless we are daily advancing in the
exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we
shall not recognize the manifestation of the Holy
Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts
all around us, but we shall not discern or
receive it.
TESTIMONY TO MINISTERS AND
GOSPEL WORKERS, 507

Hence, we must understand and experience righteousness
by faith in Christ alone in order to be ready for the latter rain of
the Spirit.
GOD’S CALL TODAY

In the light of this truth, it is absolutely vital that every Chris‐
tian take seriously God’s call to be filled with His Spirit and
allow Jesus to manifest Himself in and through them; to experi‐
ence righteousness by faith. Only then will they gain the victory
over every temptation and sin in their lives. This is why Ellen
White wrote:
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Nothing but the baptism of the Holy Spirit can
bring up the church to its right position, and
prepare the people of God for the fast
approaching conflict.
MANUSCRIPT RELEASES, VOL. 2, 30

The 1888 message of righteousness by faith is a message of
the complete victory we can have over the temptations and sins
in our lives. It is necessary for every Christian to understand
and experience righteousness by faith if they are living when
Jesus comes.
Plus, sin is a matter of the heart; not simply acts of disobedi‐
ence. Only God can change the heart by His Spirit through the
righteousness of Christ in us (Romans 5:5; Galatians 5:22-23).
However, if one does not understand the true message of
righteousness by faith, he will fall into one of two false
teachings.
If he is strongly committed to obey all of God’s
requirements, he will enter into the counterfeit
called “legalism.” He will seek to become holy
through his own efforts, asking for God’s help and
power to be added to his efforts. This kind of
religious experience carries with it a heavy burden
and is joyless because he knows not the joy of the
deliverance Christ offers.
Or he admits defeat in trying to obey all of God’s
requirements because he has discovered that it is
impossible for him to obey to this degree. He will
develop an attitude that obedience to all of God’s
requirements cannot be done. So he quits trying and
lives a very nominal Christian life. He says in his

SPIRIT BAPTISM AND THE 1888 MESSAGE OF RIGHTEO…

119

heart, “God forgives my shortcomings and will
finally deliver me from my besetting sins when Jesus
comes.” He will also be forced to reject the concept
of living without Christ as mediator during the time
of trouble.
Is it any wonder why Satan fought so hard in 1888 and the
years that followed to obscure the message of righteousness by
faith? As a denomination, we have gone through the legalism,
and many rejecting legalism today have fallen into nominal
Christian living.
Satan doesn’t care into which side of error we fall, just as
long as we do not discover the truth about righteousness by faith
in Christ alone. I pray the Lord will overrule Satan’s efforts
today to hinder the reception of this vital message and experi‐
ence in Christ. May God open all our eyes to the truth of right‐
eousness by faith in Christ alone (Ephesians 1:17-19).
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Describe the experience the last generation of God’s
people will have to go through.
2. Why is it necessary that the last generation of God’s
people understand and experience the baptism of
the Holy Spirit?
3. How does God describe the condition of the church
in the last days called Laodicea?
4. What spiritual experience does the church need
and how can she obtain it?
5. What does Malachi 3:1-4 teach last day Christians
about the experience they must have in order to be
ready for Christ’s return?
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6. When Christ no longer serves as mediator in the
heavenly sanctuary what relationship must God’s
people have with Christ in order to remain faithful
to Him during that time?
7. What experience must God’s people have in order
to receive the latter rain of the Spirit?
8. If one does not understand and experience
righteousness by faith in Christ for victory over all
temptation and sin, which either of two deceptions
will Satan lead them into?
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray For:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and the church
God to lead you and the church to understand and
experience the latter rain of the Spirit
Those on your prayer list

DAY TEN
THREE AMAZING
EXPERIENCES AND A
SERIOUS WARNING

E

very Christian experience has both similarities and
differences in their various walks with the Lord. More‐
over, I do believe that the three experiences in Christ
that have affected me most profoundly would do the same for
every Christian.
THE BORN-AGAIN EXPERIENCE

The first amazing experience every Christian has is the new
birth under the power of the Holy Spirit. John referred to this
born-again experience in his gospel.

But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name: Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.
JOHN 1:12-13
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Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.
JOHN 3:3

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
JOHN 3:6

The born-again experience came to me when I was in
college. Its influence was so profound in my life that it totally
changed by philosophy of life. I was raised in a good home, but
secular. Religion played no significant role. So my values were
those of the world. I took engineering to make money. My goal
was worldly success.
After experiencing the born-again encounter with Christ
through the Spirit, worldly values lost importance. In time, I left
the profession of engineering to study for the ministry. Since
that experience, the majority of my adult life has been full-time
ministry for the Lord.
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The second amazing experience God wants every Christian to
have is to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Being born
again is one thing, but being baptized by the Holy Spirit is quite
another.
The disciples were converted to Jesus, but powerless before
the day of Pentecost. So Jesus commanded them to wait in
prayer until they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which
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took place at the conclusion of a ten-day prayer meeting (Acts
1:4-5, 8; Acts 2:1-4).
The experience of being baptized by the Spirit gave great
power to the disciples’ teaching and preaching. Three thousand
accepted Jesus and were baptized in water following Peter’s
sermon on the day of Pentecost.
In 1999, the Lord led me to study the subject of the baptism
of the Holy Spirit. I discovered that I did not understand this
important biblical teaching. As a result of my study I was
convicted to have specific prayer to be filled with the Spirit.
My experience of receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit
did not involve feeling or any dramatic evidence at the time of
the prayer. However, the next day I began seeing significant
changes in my personal life. I began experiencing personal
revival. I also began seeing more of the power of the Spirit in my
ministry.
As God continued to open my understanding on the subject
I was led to write several books on the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and the experiences the Spirit wants to lead the Spirit
filled Christian into. After investing our savings in the printing
of my first book, the Lord strongly impressed me that I was not
to advertise the book. So, in order to have peace within myself, I
simply gave the book to the Lord and said, “I have done what
you have asked me to do. If not one copy of the book sells, that
is OK.”
Just at that time I was invited to appear on 3ABN and share
some things on the baptism of the Holy Spirit. As the program
began, Danny Shelton held up my first book, The Baptism of the
Holy Spirit, which this 10 Days devotional is based on, and said
some things about it. God used that program to take the message
in that book literally around the world. This has been done
without any advertising or promoting by me.
Also, the Lord opened opportunities to share the teaching
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on the Holy Spirit I was learning from God’s Word. However,
He once again made it clear I was never to try to initiate an
appointment to speak on the Holy Spirit. To date the Lord has
led me to share this message nationally and internationally.
So the baptism of the Holy Spirit experience has proved to
be the second most important and amazing experience in my
Christian life.
RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

Through the years as a Christian, I knew that I was missing
something in my personal walk with the Lord. The Christian
life was many times a burden. Victories over temptation were
sporadic at best. The yoke of Christ didn’t seem very light to me
as Christ had described (Matthew 11:28-30).
However, I would read various Christian authors and
sensed there was more to the gospel of Jesus Christ than I
understood. I knew the theory, but didn’t see or experience the
power for consistent victory. I would put forth effort to obey
asking God to add His strength to my efforts. Yet, consistent
victory seemed out of my grasp.
Then, as I was reading one day, I began to see more clearly
the biblical teaching of how we are to let Jesus live out His life
of victory over sin in our lives. I prayed earnestly for the Lord to
open my understanding to this wonderful truth. I stained my
mind to grasp it.
Then the light began to shine into my soul. Oh, what joy it
brought. I finally began to see the glorious truth of true right‐
eousness by faith in Christ alone for victory over temptation and
sin. I began seeing that Christ is not only a sin-pardoning Savior,
but a sin-delivering Savior.
I began applying what I was learning to areas of my life and
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found this wonderful teaching to be real and not just theory. I
had finally discovered the truth of righteousness by faith in
Christ. This experience revolutionized my walk with the Lord.
So the third most amazing experience in my Christian expe‐
rience has been the discovery of the sanctification aspect of
righteousness by faith. That led to the writing of my seventh
book, Spirit Baptism & Abiding in Christ.
THE 1888 CONNECTION

As I have shared previously, through fellow believers, the Lord
brought to my attention that what He had revealed to me was
indeed similar to the 1888 message of righteousness by faith
presented by Jones and Waggoner. I spent some time reflecting
on the possibility of this connection. I began reading what Jones
and Waggoner had written. I studied what Ellen White had
said about the 1888 message. Then I began feeling convicted to
write about the marvelous message of righteousness by faith that
God gave to our denomination more than 100 years ago.
My prayer is that you will also experience the three amazing
experiences that God offers each of us: the new birth, the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, and the experience of righteousness
by faith in Christ alone. When you enter into all three of these
experiences your joy in the Lord will be full. Jesus will become
more precious to you than He has ever been. Your heart will be
filled with praises to Him for what He has done and is doing for
you, in you and through you.
These three experiences will prepare you for the most
amazing experience of all—the second coming of Christ
in glory.
How true are the words of the song Amazing Grace:
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“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, That
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
now am found, Was blind, but now I see.
“Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And
Grace my fears relieved; How precious did
that Grace appear The hour I first believed!
“Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I
Have already come; Tis grace hath brought
me safe thus far, And grace will lead
me home.
“When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright Shining as the sun, We’ve no less days
to sing God’s praise, Than when we’d first
begun.”
AMAZING GRACE, BY JOHN
NEWTON, TAKEN FROM THE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST HYMNAL,
HYMN 108.

Yes, the born-again experience, the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, and righteousness by faith in Christ are all amazing acts
of God’s grace.
A SERIOUS WARNING

The following quotes from Ellen White are taken from the
book, Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers (pages are in
parenthesis). She made some very serious statements about the
1888 message of righteousness by faith presented by Jones and
Waggoner, and she gave some very serious warnings to those
who rejected it. I believe these statements and warnings are very
applicable today in the light that God is once again seeking to
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bring this wonderful truth to His people in preparation for
Christ’s second coming.

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious
message to His people through Elders Waggoner
and Jones. This message was to bring more
prominently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. It presented justification through faith in
the Surety; it invited the people to receive the
righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of God.
Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have
their eyes directed to His divine person, His
merits, and His changeless love for the human
family. … This is the message that God
commanded to be given to the world. It is the third
angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with a
loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of
His Spirit in a large measure. …
The message of the gospel of His grace was to
be given to the church in clear and distinct lines,
that the world should no longer say that Seventhday Adventists talk the law, the law, but do not
teach or believe Christ.
(91-92)

This is the testimony that must go throughout the
length and breadth of the world. It presents the
law and the gospel, binding up the two in a perfect
whole.
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(94)

I would speak in warning to those who have stood
for years resisting light and cherishing the spirit of
opposition. How long will you hate and despise
the messengers of God's righteousness? God has
given them His message. They bear the word of
the Lord. There is salvation for you, but only
through the merits of Jesus Christ. The grace of
the Holy Spirit has been offered you again and
again. Light and power from on high have been
shed abundantly in the midst of you…
Neglect this great salvation, kept before you
for years, despise this glorious offer of justification
through the blood of Christ and sanctification
through the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit,
and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but
a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation.
(97)

THE MYSTERY OF GOD FINISHED

Just before Jesus returns, the mystery of God will be finished.

But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,
when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God
should be finished, as he hath declared to his
servants the prophets.
REVELATION 10:7
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What is this mystery of God that is to be finished? Paul
tells us.

“The mystery which hath been hid from ages and
from generations, but now is made manifest to his
saints: To whom God would make known what
[is] the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” (emphasis added)
COLOSSIANS 1:26-27

The 1888 message is all about the mystery of God—Christ
in you, which is your only hope of glory. The mystery of God is
the gospel of a sin-pardoning and sin-delivering Savior. The
mystery of God is full justification and sanctification through
Jesus Christ. The mystery of God is righteousness by faith in
Christ alone.
This is the mystery that will be completed in God’s people
at the very end of time. That is why God is bringing this
message again to His people at this hour of earth’s history.
We place ourselves in grave jeopardy if we reject God’s
merciful call to understand and experience righteousness by
faith as so many did more that 100 years ago.
I personally believe that today there will be a remnant
among God’s professed people who will respond to God’s call
and experience the full and complete deliverance Christ offers.
They will be the people who receive benefit from the latter rain
of the Spirit. They will give the loud cry of the third angel’s
message in great power. They will victoriously make it through
the time of trouble or tribulation by not receiving the mark of
the beast. And, they will be the ones who will stand in the very
presence of Christ in all His glory and not be consumed.

130

DENNIS SMITH

God is calling you to be among that people.

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and for
ever. Amen.”
JUDE 24-25

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Describe the three amazing experiences listed in
this day’s devotional
2. Have you experienced these three amazing
experiences?
3. What serious warning did Ellen White give
concerning the message of righteousness by faith?
4. What is the mystery of God?
5. Why must God finish ‘the mystery of God’ before
Jesus returns?
PRAYER FOCUS

Pray For:
The baptism of the Holy Spirit
Revival in your life and the church
God to lead your church to understand and

SPIRIT BAPTISM AND THE 1888 MESSAGE OF RIGHTEO…

experience the three amazing experiences of the
new birth, the baptism of the Holy Spirit and
righteousness by faith in preparation for Christ’s
soon return
Those on your prayer list
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PREACHERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN
PAST GENERATIONS

In this 10 Day devotional, besides the Bible I have quoted Ellen
White, A. T. Jones, and E. J. Waggoner on the subject of right‐
eousness by faith. We have seen that the Lord sought to deliver
this wonderful truth to our denomination in 1888. However,
this was not a “new” truth. Rather, it was a “present” truth.
Ellen White wrote of how many of those who labored in our
denomination did not understand the truth of righteousness
by faith.
A veil has seemed to be before the eyes of many who
have labored in the cause, so that when they presented
the law, they have not had views of Jesus, and have not
proclaimed the fact that, where sin abounded, grace
doth much more abound. It is at the cross of Calvary
that mercy and truth meet together, where
righteousness and peace kiss each other. The sinner
must ever look toward Calvary; and with the simple
faith of a little child, he must rest in the merits of Christ,
accepting His righteousness and believing in His mercy.
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Laborers in the cause of truth should present the
righteousness of Christ, not as new light but as precious
light that has for a time been lost sight of by the people.
We are to accept Christ as our personal Saviour, and He
imputes unto us the righteousness of God in Christ. Let
us repeat and make prominent the truth that John has
portrayed: “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins” (1 John 4:10).
SELECTED MESSAGES, BOOK 1, 383 - 384

Through the ages the Lord has had His faithful people.
Even today, many of God’s sincere children can be found in the
various Christian denominations. Just before Christ returns, a
call will be made for them to “come out” (Revelation 18:4) and
stand with God’s remnant people in proclaiming the third
angel’s message.
When I first came to understand the biblical teaching on the
sanctification aspect of righteousness by faith, I began
wondering if other Christians in the past understood it. I have
not read a great number of other Christian authors. However, I
have read a few. In my reading, I have discovered some who did
understand to a great degree this message of righteousness by
faith. However, they didn’t understand the third angel’s
message, the Sabbath, or have the prophetic views we have. Still,
they did understand the gospel and shared the wonderful good
news of righteousness through Christ alone.
There have been God’s children in all generations in New
Testament times that understood the truth of Christ living in
His people through the Holy Spirit, and that victory is achieved
only by letting Him live out His life in them. Paul wrote of this
to the church in Colossae.
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The mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To
whom God would make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.
COLOSSIANS 1:26-27

Righteousness by faith is the mystery of God that was hid
through the ages, but as Paul wrote, “Now is made manifest to
his saints.” The mystery of righteousness by faith has been avail‐
able for God’s people to understand and experience throughout
the New Testament era of the Christian church. Yet, only a few
of God’s people have come to truly understand and experience
the fullness of this mystery, which is Christ in us manifesting
His righteousness to obey all of God’s commandments.
So in this appendix I quote a few faithful ones who did
understand and experience this mystery and have written on
the subject. My purpose in presenting these quotes is to give a
better understanding of this marvelous truth.
WALTER MARSHALL

Walter Marshall was a seventeenth-century Christian author.
His style of writing is somewhat tedious as compared to
modern-day English writing styles. Yet, what he presents on the
subject in his book, Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, is enlight‐
ening. Therefore, I have chosen to include quotes from him on
the sanctification aspect of righteousness by faith.
“One great mystery is, that the holy frame and
disposition by which our souls are furnished and
enabled for immediate practice of the law, must be
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obtained by receiving it out of Christ’s fullness, as a
thing already prepared and brought to an existence for
us in Christ, and treasured up in Him; and that as we
are justified by a righteousness wrought out in Christ,
and imputed to us; so we are sanctified by such a holy
frame and qualifications, as are first wrought out, and
completed in Christ for us, and then imparted to us.
And as our natural corruption was produced originally
in the first Adam, and propagated from him to us; so our
new nature and holiness is first produced in Christ, and
derived from Him to us, or as it were propagated. So
that we are not at all to work together with Christ, in
making or producing that holy frame in us, but only to
take it to ourselves, and use it in our holy practice, as
made ready to our hands. Thus we have fellowship with
Christ, in receiving that holy frame of spirit that was
originally in Him. … This mystery is so great, that
notwithstanding all the light of the gospel, we
commonly think that we must get a holy frame by
producing it anew in ourselves, and by forming and
working it out of our own hearts. Therefore many that
are seriously devout, take a great deal of pains to mortify
their corrupt nature, and beget a holy frame of heart in
themselves, by striving earnestly to master their sinful
lusts, and by pressing vehemently on their hearts many
motives to godliness, laboring importunately to squeeze
good qualifications out of them, as oil out of a flint. They
account, that though they be justified by a righteousness
wrought out by Christ, yet they must be sanctified by a
holiness, wrought out by themselves. And though, out of
humility, they are willing to call it infused grace; yet
they think they must get the infusion of it by the same
manner of working, as if it were wholly acquired by
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their own endeavors. On this account they acknowledge
the entrance into a godly life to be harsh and
unpleasing, because it costs so much struggling with
their own hearts and affections, to new frame them. If
they knew that this way of entrance is not only harsh
and unpleasant, but altogether impossible; and that the
true way of mortifying sin, and quickening themselves
to holiness, is by receiving a new nature, out of the
fullness of Christ; and that we do no more to the
production of a new nature, that of original sin, though
we do more to the reception of it. If they knew this, they
might save themselves many a bitter agony, and a great
deal of misspent burdensome labor, and employ their
endeavors to enter in at the straight gate, in which a way
as would be more pleasant and successful.”
GOSPEL MYSTERY OF SANCTIFICATION, 21

“Despair of purging the flesh, or natural man of its
sinful lusts and incinerations, and of practicing holiness,
by your willing and resolving to do the best that lies in
your own power, and trusting on the grace of God and
Christ, to help you in such resolutions and endeavors;
rather resolve to trust on Christ, to work in you to will
and do, by his own power, according to his own good
pleasure.—They that are convinced of their own sin and
misery, do commonly first think to tame the flesh, and to
subdue and root out its lusts, and to make their corrupt
nature to be better natured, and inclined to holiness, by
their struggling and wrestling with it: And, if they can
but bring their hearts to a full purpose and resolution to
do the best that lies in them, they hope, that, by such a
resolution, they shall be able to achieve great
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enterprises, in the conquest of their lusts, and the
performance of the most difficult duties. … they trust on
low carnal things for holiness, and upon the acts of their
own will, their purposes, resolutions, and endeavors,
instead of Christ: and they thrust on Christ to help
them in this carnal way: whereas true faith would teach
them, that they are nothing, and that they do but labor
in vain. … They that would cure it, and make it holy, by
their own resolutions and endeavors, do act quite
contrary to the design of Christ’s death; for, he died, not
that the flesh, or old natural man, might be made holy;
but that it might be crucified, and destroyed out of us
(Romans 6:6); and that we might live but by Christ
living in us, and by His “spirit bringing forth the fruits
of righteousness in us (Galatians 2:20; 5:24-25).”
“And it is likely the Pharisee would trust on God, to
help him in duty, as he would thank God for the
performance of duty (Luke 18:11). And this is all the
faith that many make use of in order to a holy
practice. … We must also take heed of depending for
holiness upon any resolution to walk in Christ, or any
written covenants, or any holiness, that we have already
received; for, we must know, that the virtue of these
things continues no longer than we continue walking in
Christ, and Christ in us. They must be kept up by the
continual presence of Christ in us; as light is maintained
by the presence of the sun, and cannot subsist
without it.”
GOSPEL MYSTERY OF SANCTIFICATION,
95-96
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CHARLES FINNEY

Charles Finney served the Lord as a very successful evangelist
in the 1800s. Ellen White mentions him in her writings. He too
understood true biblical sanctification through the righteousness
of Christ. I quote the following excerpts from his book, Power
from God.
Page 119-126:
“In all my Christian life, I have been pained to find so
many Christians living in the legal bondage described in
the seventh chapter of Romans—a life of sinner,
resolving to reform and falling again. And what is
particularly saddening, and even agonizing, is that many
ministers and leading Christians give completely false
instruction on how to overcome sin. The directions that
are generally given on this subject, I am sorry to say,
amount to this: ‘take your sins in detail, resolve to
abstain from them, and fight against them, if need be
with prayer and fasting, until you have overcome them.
Set your will firmly against a relapse into sin, pray and
struggle, and resolve that you will not fall—and persist
in this until you form the habit of obedience and break
all your sinful habits.’ To be sure, it is generally added.
‘In this conflict, you must not depend upon your own
strength but pray for the help of God.’ In a word, much
of the teaching, both of the pulpit and the Christian
press really amounts to this: sanctification is by works,
and not by faith.
“This, it will be perceived, is directing the attention
to the overt act of sin, its source or occasions. Resolving
and fighting against it fastens the attention on the sin
and its source, and diverts it entirely from Christ.”

140

APPENDIX 1

“Now, what is resolved against this religion of
resolutions and efforts to suppress sinful habits and
form holy habits? ‘Love is the fulfilling of the law”
(Romans 13:10). But do we produce love by resolution?
Do we eradicate selfishness by resolution? No, indeed.
We may suppress this or that expression or
manifestation of selfishness by resolving not to do this or
that and by praying and struggling against it. We may
resolve upon an outward obedience and work ourselves
up to the letter of an obedience to God’s
commandments. But to eradicate selfishness from the
heart by resolution is an absurdity.
“All our battling with sin in the outward life by the
force of resolution only ends in making us whitened
sepulchers. All our battling with desire by the force of
resolution is of no avail.
“The fact is that it is simply by faith that we receive
the Spirit of Christ to work in us ‘to will and to do
according to his good pleasure’ (Philippians 2:13). He
sheds abroad His own life in our hearts and thereby
kindles ours. (See Romans 5:5)
“Every victory over sin is by faith in Christ.
Whenever the mind is diverted from Christ by resolving
and fighting against sin, whether we are aware of it or
not, we are acting in our own strength; we are rejecting
the help of Christ and are under a specious delusion.
Nothing but the life and energy of the Spirit of Christ
within us can save us from sin, and trust is the uniform
and universal condition of the working of this saving
energy within us.
“It is rooted so deeply that one of the hardest lessons
for the human heart to learn is to renounce selfdependence and trust wholly in Christ. When we open
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the door by implicit trust, He enters in and takes up His
abode with us and in us. By shedding abroad His love,
he quickens our whole soul into harmony with Himself,
and in this way—and in this way alone—he purifies our
hearts through faith.
“Oh, that it could be understood that the whole of
the spiritual life that is in any man is received directly
from the Spirit of Christ by faith, as the branch receives
its life from the vine! (See John 15:4-5). Away with this
religion of resolutions! It is a snare of death. Away with
this effort to make the life holy while the heart does not
have in it the love of God!”
REUBEN A. TORREY

A Christian evangelist and revivalist who lived at the turn of the
twentieth century was Reuben A. Torrey. He evangelized in the
cities of America. I have seen positive references about him and
his Christian work in a book published by our denomination.
He also understood the biblical teaching on righteousness by
faith. I quote the following from his book, Power Filled Living.
“It would be going too far to say we still had a carnal
nature, for a carnal nature is a nature governed by the
flesh. We have the flesh but in the Spirit’s power, and it
is our privilege to get daily, hourly, constant victory over
the flesh and over sin. But this victory is not in ourselves,
nor in any strength of our own. Left to ourselves,
deserted of the Spirit of God, we would be as helpless as
ever. It is still true that in us, that is, in our flesh,
“nothing good dwells” (Romans 7:18). The victory is all
in the power of the indwelling Spirit, but the Spirit’s
power may be in such fullness that one is not even

142

APPENDIX 1

conscious of the presence of the flesh. It seems as if the
flesh were dead and gone forever, but it is only kept in
the place of death by the Holy Spirit’s power. If for one
moment we were to take our eyes off Jesus Christ, if we
were to neglect the daily study of the Word and prayer,
down we would go. We must live in the Spirit and walk
in the Spirit if we would have continuous victory. (See
Galatians 5:16, 25.) This life of the Spirit within us
must be maintained by the study of the Word and
prayer.”
POWER FILLED LIVING, 161

“It is the work of the Holy Spirit to form the living
Christ within us, dwelling deep down in the deepest
depths of our beings… But by the power of the Holy
Spirit bestowed on us by the risen Christ, we have
Christ in us. Herein lies the secret of a Christlike life.
“We hear a great deal in these days about doing
what Jesus would do. Certainly, as Christians, we ought
to live like Christ. ‘He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also to walk just as He walked.’ (1 John 2:6) But
any attempt on our part to imitate Christ in our own
strength will only result n utter disappointment and
despair. There is nothing more futile that we can
possible attempt than to imitate Christ in the power of
our will. If we imagine that we succeed, it will simply be
because we have a very incomplete knowledge of
Christ. The more we study Him, and the more perfectly
we understand His conduct, the more clearly we will
see how far short we have come from imitating Him.
But God does not demand of us the impossible; He does
not demand of us that we imitate Christ in our own
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strength. He offers to us something infinitely better. He
offers to form Christ in us by the power of the Holy
Spirit’s. And when Christ is thus formed in us by the
Holy Spirit’s power, all we have to do is to let this
indwelling Christ live out His own life in us, and then
we will be like Christ without struggles and effort of
our own.
“No, we are not holy. To the end of our lives, in and
of ourselves, we are full of weaknesses and failures, but
the Holy Spirit is able to form within us the Holy One
of God, the indwelling Christ. He will live out His life
through us in all the humblest relations of life as well as
in those that are considered greater. …”
POWER FILLED LIVING, 165-166

ANDREW MURRAY

Andrew Murray is a well-known Christian author who lived in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Several of his
writings present the biblical teaching on righteousness by faith,
and the following quotes are from his book, Abiding in Christ.
Page 23-25:
“Referring to those who find the Christian life
discouraging he wrote: “Dear soul! How little they
know that the abiding in Christ is just meant for the
weak, and so beautifully suited for their feebleness. It is
not the doing of some great thing, and does not demand
that we first lead a very holy and devoted life. No, it is
simply weakness entrusting itself to a Mighty One to be
kept—the unfaithful one casting self on One who is
altogether trustworthy and true. Abiding in Him is not a
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work that we have to do as the condition for enjoying
His salvation, but a consenting to let Him do all for us,
and in us, and through us. It is a work He does for us—
the fruit and the power of His redeeming love. Our part
is simply to yield, to trust, and to wait for what He has
engaged to perform.
“Of those who try to obey God by putting forth
their effort he wrote, “…The idea they have of grace is
this—that their conversion and pardon are God’s work,
but that now, in gratitude to God, it is their work to live
as Christians, and follow Jesus. There is always the
thought of a work that has to be done, and even though
they pray for help, still the work is theirs. They fail
continually, and become hopeless; and the despondency
only increases the helplessness. No, wandering one; as it
was Jesus who drew you when He spake ‘Come,’ so it is
Jesus who keeps you when He says ‘Abide.’
“And if the question be asked, ‘but surely there is
something for us to do?’ the answer is, ‘Our doing and
working are but the fruit of Christ’s work in us.’ It is
when the soul becomes utterly passive, looking and
resting on what Christ is to do, that its energies are
stirred to their highest activity, that we work most
effectually because we know that He Works in us.”
ABIDING IN CHRIST, 23-25

Page 66:
“Look not upon a life of holiness as a strain and an
effort, but as the natural outgrowth of the life of Christ
within you. And let ever again a quiet, hopeful,
gladsome faith hold itself assured that all you need for a
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holy life will most assuredly be given you out of the
holiness of Jesus. Thus will you understand and prove
what it is to abide in Christ our sanctification.”
ABIDING IN CHRIST, 66

WATCHMAN NEE

Watchman Nee was a Chinese Christian who lived during the
first half of the twentieth century. He is well known in many
Christian circles. When persecution of Christians arose in
China, he was imprisoned for his faith. He too understood the
biblical teaching on righteousness by faith, and I quote from his
book, Sit, Walk, Stand.
“An engineer living in a large city in the West left his
homeland for the Far East. He was away for two or
three years, and during his absence his wife was
unfaithful to him and went off with one of his best
friends. On his return home he found he had lost his
wife, his two children and his best friend. At the close of
a meeting which I was addressing, this grief-stricken
man unburdened himself to me. ‘Day and night for two
solid years my heart has been full of hatred,’ he said. ‘I
am a Christian, and I know I ought to forgive my wife
and my friend, but though I try and try to forgive them,
I simply cannot. Every day I resolve to love them and
every day I fail. What can I do about it?’ ‘Do nothing at
all,’ I replied. ‘What do you mean?’ he asked, startled.
‘Am I to continue to hate them?’ So I explained: ‘The
solution of your problem lies here, that when the Lord
Jesus died on the Cross he not only bore your sins away
but he bore you away too. When he was crucified, your
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old man was crucified in him, so that that unforgiving
you, who simply cannot love those who have wronged
you, has been taken right out of the way in his death.
God has dealt with the whole situation in the Cross, and
there is nothing left for you to deal with. Just say to him,
’Lord, I cannot love and I give up trying, but I count on
thy perfect love. I cannot forgive, but I trust thee to
forgive instead of me, and to do so henceforth in me.’
“The man sat there amazed and said, ‘That’s all so
new. I feel I must do something about it.’ Then a
moment later he added again, ’But what can I do?’ ‘God
is waiting till you cease to do,’ I said. ‘When you cease
doing, then God will begin … ‘God is waiting for your
store of strength to be utterly exhausted before he can
deliver you. Once you have ceased to struggle, he will do
everything. God is waiting for you to despair.’”
SIT, WALK, STAND. 22-23

“Our conduct and behavior depend fundamentally
upon our inward rest in Christ.”
“He (Paul) has come to a place of rest in God. As a
result his walking is not based on his efforts but on
God’s mightily inward working. There lies the secret of
his strength. Paul has seen himself seated in Christ;
therefore his walking before men takes its character
from Christ dwelling in him.”
“Often we try to be meek and gentle without
knowing what it means to let God work in us the
meekness and gentleness of Christ. We try to show love,
and finding we have none, we ask the Lord for love.
Then we are surprised that he does not seem to give it
to us.”
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“You were surely not wrong in seeking love from
God? No, but you were wrong in seeking that love as
something in itself, a kind of package commodity, when
what God desires is to express through you the love of
his Son.”
“God has given us Christ. There is nothing now for
us to receive outside of him. The Holy Spirit has been
sent to produce what is of Christ in us; not to produce
anything that is apart from or outside of him.
“Recall once again the great words of 1 Corinthians
1:30. Not only did God set us, ‘in Christ.’ By him also
‘Christ Jesus … was made unto us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.’
This is one of the grandest statements in Scripture. He
‘was made unto us…’ If we believe this, we can put in
there anything we need, and can know that God has
made it good, for, through the Holy Spirit within us, the
Lord Jesus is himself made unto us whatever we lack.
We have been accustomed to look upon holiness as a
virtue, upon humility as a grace, upon love as a gift to be
sought from God. But the Christ of God is himself
everything that we shall ever need.
“Many a time in my need I used to think of Christ
as a Person apart, and failed to identify him in this
practical way with the ‘things’ I felt so strongly the lack
of. For two whole years I was groping in that kind of
darkness, seeking to amass the virtues that I felt sure
should make up the Christian life, and getting nowhere
in the effort. And then one day—it was in the year 1933
—light broke from heaven for me, and I saw Christ
ordained of God to be made over to me in his fullness.
What a difference! Oh the emptiness of ‘things’ held by
us out of relation to Christ that are dead. Once we see
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this it will be the beginning of a new life for us. Our
holiness will be spelled thereafter with a capital H, our
love with a capital L. He himself is revealed as the
answer in us to all God’s demands.
“Go back now to that difficult brother, but this time,
before you go, address God thus: ‘Lord, it is clear to me
at last that in myself I cannot love him at all; but I know
now that there is a life with me, the life of thy Son, and
that the law of that life is to love. It cannot but love him’
There is no need to exert yourself. Repose in him.
Count upon his life. Dare thus to go and see that
brother and to speak to him—and here is the amazing
thing! Quite unconsciously (and I would emphasize the
word ‘unconsciously,’ for the consciousness only comes
afterwards) you find yourself speaking most pleasantly
to him; quite unconsciously you love him; quite
unconsciously you know him as your bother. You
converse with him freely and in true fellowship, and on
your return you find yourself saying with amazement;
‘Why, I did not exercise the least bit of anxious care just
now, and yet I did not become in the least bit irritable?
In some unaccountable way the Lord was with me and
his love triumphed.’
“The operation of his life in us is in a true sense
spontaneous, that is to say, it is without effort of ours.
The all-important rule is not to ‘try’ but to ‘trust,’ not to
depend upon our own strength but upon his.
“Too many of us are caught acting as Christians.
The life of many Christians today is largely a pretense.
They live a ‘spiritual’ life, talk a ‘spiritual’ language,
adopt ‘spiritual’ attitudes, but they are doing the whole
thing themselves. It is the effort involved that should
reveal to them that something is wrong. They force
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themselves to refrain from doing this, from saying that,
from eating the other, and how hard they find it all!
“Our life is the life of Christ, mediated in us by the
indwelling Holy Spirit himself, and the law of that life is
spontaneous. The moment we see that fact we shall end
our struggling and cast away our pretense. Nothing is so
hurtful to the life of a Christian as acting; nothing so
blessed as when our outward efforts cease and our
attitudes become natural—when our words, our prayers,
our very life, all become a spontaneous and unforced
expression of the life within.
“God does not command what he will not perform;
but we must throw ourselves back on him for this
performance.
“Has God commanded something? Then throw
yourself back on God for the means to do what he has
commanded.”
SIT, WALK, STAND. 34-41

OSWALD CHAMBERS

Oswald Chambers was a well-known, twentieth-century Chris‐
tian author who died while still a young man. Yet, his short life
has impacted many for Christ. One of his best known works is
the daily devotional, My Utmost for His Highest. I quote from
the July 23 reading entitled, “Sanctification.”
“‘But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for
us… sanctification… (1 Corinthians 1:30).
“The Life Side: The mystery of sanctification is that
the perfect qualities of Jesus Christ are imparted as a
gift to me, not gradually, but instantly once I enter by
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faith into the realization that He ‘became for [me] …
sanctification…’ Sanctification means nothing less than
the holiness of Jesus becoming mine and being
exhibited in my life.
“The most wonderful secret of living a holy life
does not lie in imitating Jesus, but in letting the
perfect qualities of Jesus exhibit themselves in my
human flesh. Sanctification is ‘Christ in you…’
(Colossians 1:27). It is His wonderful life that is
imparted to me in God’s grace. Am I willing for God
to make sanctification as real in me as it is in
His Word?
“Sanctification means the impartation of the holy
qualities of Jesus Christ to me. It is the gift of His
patience, love, holiness, faith, purity, and godliness that
is exhibited in and through every sanctified soul.
Sanctification is not drawing from Jesus the power to be
holy—it is drawing from Jesus the very holiness that was
exhibited in Him, and that he now exhibits in me.
Sanctification is an impartation, not an imitation.
Imitation is something altogether different. The
perfection of everything is in Jesus Christ, and the
mystery of sanctification is that all the perfect qualities
of Jesus are at my disposal. Consequently, I slowly but
surely begin to live a life of inexpressible order,
soundness, and holiness—‘…kept by the power of God…’
(1Peter 1:5).”
ELLEN WHITE

Ellen White, of course, is well known by every Seventh-day
Adventist. I have chosen two quotes from her writing to include
in this appendix. These two quotes clearly specify that our
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obedience is the result of Christ manifesting Himself in
our lives.
All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart
work with Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify
Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts
and minds into conformity to His will, that when
obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own
impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will find its
highest delight in doing His service. When we know
God, as it is our privilege to know Him, our lives will be
a life of continual obedience. Through an appreciation
of the character of Christ, through communion with
God, sin will become hateful to us.
DESIRE OF AGES, 668

“When His words of instruction have been received,
and have taken possession of us, Jesus is to us an abiding
presence, controlling our thoughts, and ideas and
actions… It is no more we that live, but Christ that liveth
in us, and he is the hope of glory. Self is dead, but Christ
is a living Saviour.”
TESTIMONIES TO MINISTERS AND GOSPEL
WORKERS, 389

CONCLUSION

I don’t endorse everything these non-Adventist authors teach.
However, I have discovered that our loving, merciful God has
not left his “other sheep” without teachers to lead them into a
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closer relationship with Christ. It is important that God’s chil‐
dren outside the Adventist church grow in their experience of
righteousness by faith in Christ alone because during the loud
cry under the latter rain of the Spirit, people throughout Chris‐
tendom will respond to the third angel’s message and take their
stand with God’s remnant people (Revelation 18:4).
As we have seen in a previous day’s devotional, those ready
to meet Jesus when He returns will understand and experience
righteousness by faith to the fullest. This is the only way they
can stand in the presence of Christ in all His glory and not be
consumed. Jesus described this wonderful event with the words:
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.
MATTHEW 24:30-31

God’s people inside and outside the Adventist church will
have had to grow into the fullness of Christ during the prepara‐
tion time just prior to His coming. The significance of Seventhday Adventists receiving the message of righteousness by faith is
that this experience will prepare the way for God to give the
loud cry of the third angel’s message through them. Further‐
more, God has called the Seventh-day Adventist Church to give
the loud cry under the power of the latter rain of the Spirit
when the latter rain is poured out calling individuals to full
obedience to God’s commandments. It is during this loud cry
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that multitudes will “come out” and become part of God’s
commandment keeping, remnant people.
The sad truth for Adventists is that those who reject the
message of righteousness by faith bestowed by a merciful God
will be shaken from among God’s people. As Ellen White stated
they will not recognize it as the work of the Holy Spirit.
There is to be in the [Seventh-day Adventist] churches a
wonderful manifestation of the power of God, but it will
not move upon those who have not humbled themselves
before the Lord, and opened the door of the heart by
confession and repentance. In the manifestation of that
power which lightens the earth with the glory of God,
they will see only something which in their blindness
they think dangerous, something which will arouse their
fears, and they will brace themselves to resist it. Because
the Lord does not work according to their ideas and
expectations, they will oppose the work. “Why,” they
say, “should not we know the Spirit of God, when we
have been in the work so many years?”—Because they
did not respond to the warnings, the entreaties of the
messages of God, but persistently said, “I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, DECEMBER 23, 1890

In another statement, she wrote that those who reject the
message of righteousness by faith in Christ alone will call this
message “false light” even though it comes directly from God.
The third angel's message will not be comprehended,
the light which will lighten the earth with its glory will
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be called a false light, by those who refuse to walk in its
advancing glory.
REVIEW AND HERALD, MAY 27, 1890

In 1888, some questioned if the message of righteousness by
faith was the third angel’s message. To this question, Ellen
White wrote:
Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of
justification by faith is the third angel's message, and I
have answered, “It is the third angel's message in verity.”
REVIEW AND HERALD, APRIL 1, 1890

Hence, it is by God’s people understanding and experi‐
encing the message of righteousness by faith, and sharing their
experience that the earth is lightened with God’s glory or char‐
acter (Revelation 18:1). It is this experience that enables Christ
to manifest Himself fully in His people, which happens during
the darkest time of earth’s history just before Christ returns.
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